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INTRODUCTORT LECTURE. 



I^n ^pptal. 



I have written tmto yon, yoimg men, because ye are strong, 
and the word of God abideth in yon, and ye hare overoome tiie 
wicked one. Loye not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man lore the world, the love of the Father 
is not In him. For all that is in the world, the Inst of the flesh 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father bnt is of the world . And the world passeth away and the 
Inst thereof, bnt he that doefh the wiU of God abideth focoTer.— 
1 John 2: 13—15. 



I propoee, as alreadj announced, to give seyeral 
discourses to yonng men, addressed to them as a distinct 
dass in the community and as individuals. For such 
an undertaking we have the authority and example of 
an Apostlcf who* in the words of my text, addresses his 
exhortations to young men, with a degree of solemnity 
that shows the importance attached to this part of his 
preaching. He repeats the same words twice, and with 
increasing emphasis : "I write unto you, young men^ 
hecause ye have overoome the wicked one;" and again^ 
'' I have written unto you, young men, hecause ye are 
strong and the word of Qod ahideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the wicked one." 



AN APPEAL. 



This apostolical example we would follow ; this sorip- 
tnral aathority we would use. I desire to address the 
young men of this society, and all those who are wil- 
ling to hear me, in the words of soberness and truth. 
Under different circumstances and with a feebler 
tongue ; but with a purpose I trust equally true, and 
with a work to be aooomplished* not less important 
than that, which the Apostles themeelvee were sent to 
accomplish. For their work was to speak in Christ's 
stead, persuading men to be reconciled to God ; and 
the same work is committed to every minister of 
Christ, at the present day. They may do it badly ; 
they may work as hirelings, and not as faithful shep- 
herds ; but their work, whether done or neglected, is 
the same. 

The circumstances, however, under which the Apos- 
tle spoke are very different from our own. He ad- 
dressed those only who were members of the Church of 
Christ, who had already made a good profession, and 
proved their sincerity by lives of obedience. For he 
says, ^I have written unto you, young men, because ye 
are strong"; that is, strong in the Lord and in the pow- 
er of his might, ''and the word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked one." In that day, 
there were very few nominal Christians. Those who 
bore the name of Christ, were also compelled to bear 
his cross. They who came to hear Christian preach- 
ing carried their lives in their hands, and the young 
men of a Christian society were an army of self-devoted 
followers of Him, under whose standard they were en- 
listed. I wish that it were so now. The outward dan- 
ger is past, but I wish that the self-devotion could con- 
tinue. 
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Unbappily for the Christian cause* it is not so. Of 
all the young men in this city, who were educated by 
christian parents, and who in common language would 
call themselves Christians, not one-tenth have a fall 
right to that name ; not one-tenth have so much as 
professed their faith in Christ. How small a number 
can be said to have a well founded hope in him I In 
this society, there are probably two or three hundred 
young men; I mean that there is at least that number 
who make this their usual place of worship, when they 
attend church at all. How small a part of them take 
their place at the communion table of Christ; or 
to apply a more general test, how small a part of them 
can be said to have had a personal religious ezperi- 
encel 

The majority of young men are unfixed in their re- 
ligious opinions, irresolute in their religious pur- 
poses, irregular in their religious duties. Many of 
them are unsettled in their principles of conduct and 
have no fixed plan of life. They are floating upon 
the surface of society* carried one way or the other 
by the currents of social influence, by the changing 
wind of good or ill success. They are not strong ; the 
word of God does not yet abide in them; they have not 
overcome the wicked one. They are trusting, It would 
seem, to the natural progress of things for their salva- 
tion, instead of working It out with fear and tremb- 
ling. 

Toung men ; I speak seriously and earnestly, but do 
I not speak truly ? I would not bring an unjust charge, 
but I fear that there is something radically wrong, 
which needs to be corrected. The wrong may be in the 
speaker, more than the hearer; in the minister, more 
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than in the people; for sorely If religion were presented, 
as it ought to be, in its simplicity and power, there 
would not be so many of the yonng who turn away 
from it, with indifference or contempt Oar churches 
ought to be filled with yonng men. Our communion 
table should be crowded with them; our Sunday School; 
our ministry to the poor; our Christian missions, and 
every religions enterprise should be made prosperous by 
their co-operati(m; and this would be the case, if the 
Gospel of Christ were brought home to their hearts as 
it ought to be. That it is not done, is undoubtedly the 
fault of those to whom the dispensation of the Gospel 
is committed. If the truth could be preached as it is in 
Jesus, surely the young would hear it. Would to God, 
that I could now speak so that e\ery one who hears me 
would feel rebuked for his sinfulness, and go trom tl^is 
house with his heart full of that infinite question, 
'<What shall I do to be saved ?*' 

This is my reason for speaking so plainly; for in 
plainness of speech is my only hope of success. This 
is the cause of my anxiety; for whUe there are so many 
young men who show their confidence in me by making 
this the place of their worship, but to whom it is not 
made the savor of life unto life, there is reason to fear 
that my own duty is but imperfectly performed. 

Bo not understand me* however, as saying, or think- 
ing that the salvation of my hearers depends upon me. 
I abhor that arrogance of the priestly ofiSce, by which 
such claims are made, as though the Minister, the ser- 
vant of Christ, were the mediator between God and 
man. Nor can we excuse the worldly-minded and in- 
different, as though they could plead, before the bar of 
Gk)d, the dullness or inefficiency of their religious 
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teaehen, in palliatioD of their sm8. No: your bouIa 
are, under Gtod, in your own keeping. With the Bible 
in your hands, you have no sufficient ezouse for igao- 
ranoe, nor worldiinessy nor sin. With God's instruo- 
tois all around you, and in your own hearts, you can 
not plead the want of faithful teachers. With a moth- 
er's blessing resting upon your head, and the recollec- 
tions of a mother's words rising unbidden in your 
hearts, you cannot plead the want of motive to lead a 
pure and religious life. 

The ultimate responsibility^ therefore, must rest 
with yourselves, even with each one of you. Never- 
thelesst when we look around upon the multitude of 
young men with whom tliis dty is filled, and the evil 
influences to which they are exposed ; when we see 
how large a part of them are walking in the broad but 
dangerous road that leads to destruction, and how few, 
comparatiyely, are even sedcing for the way of eter- 
nal life, we cannot help feebng that every one who 
occupies a Christian pulpit has a duty to fulfil towards 
them, which has not yet been perfectly accomplished. 

It would be unjust to say that the young men of St. 
Louis, compared with those of other cities, are below 
the general standard. I have no sufficient means for 
making such a comparison, but think that if it were 
fairly made, the jadgment would not be against us. 
The average degree of morality and of respect for re- 
ligion is perhaps as high here as elsewhere. When all 
the circumstances are considered, it is higher than 
could have been reasonably expected ; but no one will 
deny that there is great room for improvement. The 
standard even of common morality among our young men 
is not so high as it ought to be, and religion is too little 
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regarded. We need some iiew element at work among 
them ; we need some stronger inflaenoe to counteract 
the worldly and irreligious influences by which they 
are surrounded. 

Look at their numbers. A grey>haired man is but 
now and then seen among us. See how early they en- 
ter upon the active duties of life. At the age of fif- 
teen or sixteen, they are found in their places of busi- 
ness doing their part, and before ten years are past, 
they have become the merchants and enterprising men 
of the city. Take away from our city the young men, 
and how little would be left of all its present vigor and 
enterprise ! There is no city of the world, probably, 
in which young men occupy a more important position; 
none in which a greater responsibility, for good or evil, 
rests upon them. Bo they feel this as they ought ? 
Do they understand the greatness of their work, and 
the importance of doing it well and quickly ? 

It is perceived in part, but not as it ought to be. 
There are some who feel it, but there are still more 
who think only of the fortune they have come to seek* 
and of the pleasures they pursue. The cause of reli- 
gion and of morality, the moral interests of society, the 
progress of truth and goodness give them no concern. 
If they can obtain the means of living) and have 
enough to spare for their amusementSf their work is 
accomplished ; and in the choice of their amusements, 
they are guided not by their sense of what is right and 
wrong, but by considerations of convenience and of 
custom. What others do, they will do,* where others 
go, they will go. The degree of decency, or of re- 
spectability, required by the circle in which they 
move* they will try to attain* and if they do not sink 
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nrncli below it, they are content. Thus evil customs 
prevail more and more; thus the tendenej with so 
many is continually downwards. Thus it happens, 
that hundreds of those who come here with gene- 
ral intenti(ms of Hying a good life, breathe an impure 
atmosphere and become morally tainted from the very 
first. Thus it is^ that so many run a rapid oareer* 
through frivolity and self-indulgence and sln^ ending 
in contempt and ruin. 

GK> through our city from one end to the other, 
through its principal streets and suburbs, on the week 
day and on the Sabbath. We do not ask you to look 
npon the low haunts of vice, the dens of vile ini- 
quity, whose secrets you may not even think upon with- 
out the stain of impurity; but look at the more re- 
spectable places of resort* where the cup of pleasure ia 
made to sparkle, and the appliances of luxury are used 
to introduce the appliances of vice. Look in, — you 
need not enter, — ^look in upon the splendid rooms ap- 
propriated exclusively to tippling and games of chance. 
Ck)n8ider what enormous profits must accrue from such 
establishments, and ask yourselves btwhok they are 
chiefly supported. I would speak diffidently upon sub- 
jects on which I am unavoidably to a great extent ig- 
norant. We know that those doors are darkened, too 
often, by the forms of men, whose proper place is with 
their wives and their children, and even with their 
children's children, at their own homes. A heavy guilt 
do they incur, who with the soberness of years resting 
upon them, and the serious duties of mature life to dis- 
charget yet give their countenance to the dram-shop, — 
for that is its name be it ever so splendid, — and their 
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inflaencetothecauseof dissipation and sin. But their 
number I would fain belieye is small. 

If I may trust my own observation and what is told ' 
me by others^ the chief responsibility for the growth of 
intemperance and other forms of vice among us, rests 
upon the young themselves; upon young men, who are 
betrayed into habits which at first seem only foolish, 
but which by rapid growth become sinful, because they 
think that youth will excuse themt and that while 
young they have a nght to do as they please. Begin- 
ning with occasional indulgence^ feeling that they are 
unobserved, or that what they do is of no importance 
one way or the other, they gradually form habits, 
which place them among the opponents of virtue and 
the devotees of sin. Sometimes they stop before it is 
too late, and with saddened hearts begin a life of sobrie- 
ty and usefulness. But even then, ought they not to 
consider that they have been doing an incalculable 
harm to the cause of sound morality and religion; that 
they have been lending their influence to the support 
of institutions which are the curse of our community? 

This is the first ground on which 1 would appeal to 
the young men of St. Louis; namely, on the ground of 
their social importance as a class, and their individual 
influence as members of that class. 

In other citieSf the young man may plead his insig- 
nificance as an excuse for self indulgence, in those things 
which offer a bad example to others. He may say that 
the institutions of society are 8o fixed, that nothing he 
can do will afifect them; that the interests of society are 
in the hands of older persons and must be protected by 
them. But here it is not so. Our institutions are not 
fixed; our standard <tf morality is not established, and 
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it is chiefly for the young men of this city to say what 
it shall hereafter he. Whether they know it or not, 
they are doing a large part in giving direction to pub- 
lic opinion and establishing the standard of public mo- 
rality. Taken together, they are the strength of the 
city; indiyidually, every one of them has a part to per- 
form. 

You may think that this is an exaggerated statement 
but it is not. The character of our young men is now 
and for a long time to come must be the character of 
our city. They must settle the point whether intem- 
perance, dissipation, licentiousness, profanity, gambling 
and the like, shall be the order of the day, or instead 
of them, religion, good order, sobriety, chastity and 
other virtues which belong to the gentleman and Chris- 
tian. It is for them to determine what shall be the 
standard of refinement and education among us. 
Whether we shall be a mere money-loving community, 
buying and selling to get gain, or a community in 
which it i<3 necessary for a man to be educated in order 
to be respected, to be refined in order to be tolerated. 
It is for them to say whether literature and the fine 
arts, learning and science, shall take firm root among 
us, or struggle for a feeble existence as they do now. 
Do you say that such things properly devolve upon the 
older and wealthier members of the community? We 
answer that for several years past, those of our older 
citizens who have large wealth at their command, have 
been giving evidence of their interest in the welfare 
of our city. Some of them have shown great liberality 
towards our infant institutions of learning and benevo- 
lence, and those who have not yet done so, are probably 
only waiting for some opportunity of enlarged action. 
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We beg them not to wait until the hour of death. It is 
far better to give than to bequeath; better, both as a ser- 
Tioe of GK)d and as a benefit to mankind. We would 
also remind you that among the wealthier, there are 
found many who yet belong to the ranks of young 
men* or who are just passing into middle life. It is to 
themt^at we look, and not in vain, to beoome leaders 
in every good movement, promoters of eyery good 
cause. That they will respond to the call, we have ev- 
ery reason to believe. The wealth which they are rap- 
idly accumulating in our thriving city, they will gene- 
rously use for the city's best advancement. They are 
already doing so, and we trust tiiat it will abound more 
and more. To what nobler use can they devote their 
growing fortunes, than to the furtherance of sound 
knowledge and useful information, in the city where 
they live. Their prosperity will deserve respect, their 
devotion to business will become a Christian calling, if; 
as they advance in the rood to wealth, they plant the 
trees of knowledge and of virtue by the way side for 
the benefit of those to come after them. We appeal to 
them, as being at the same time the young men and the 
influential men of our city. Let them deal towards 
this community with a liberal hand and a large heart, 
and they will find tiierein an exceeding great reward. 
They will find it in well deserved respect; in the feel- 
ing that they labor not for ^money but for humanity; 
in the consciousness that by their prosperity society is 
blessed. I know that I speak to many such, and that 
my words do not fall upon unwilling ears. We have 
reason to hope that what they have done in time past 
is but the earnest of greater works in the time to come. 
But neither from the older, nor the wealthier classes. 
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can the chief influence come. It mast chiefly proceed 
from that more numerons class, who are, comparative- 
ly speaking, heginners in life ; who have but little to 
work with, except character and example ; who must 
do their part towards forming the community aright, 
by forming themselves aright; who must elevate the 
general taste, by elevating their own taste ; who must 
promote good morals, by making their own lives cor- 
rect ; who must advance education^ by educating them- 
selves ; who must give a right direction^ by themselves 
going in the right direction. 

This is the great thing to be done, and this is what 
every one can do. Do you ask how ? We answer, let 
every young man consider the great problem of life 
seriously and with care. Let him have a fixed aim ; a 
purpose which he will accomplish, a work which he 
will do. Not the plan for a year only ; not the pur- 
pose which to-morrow will change ; but a fixed aim, a 
life-purpose, to which everything shall be made to 
bend, which everything shall be made to subserve. — 
We need not say a good aim* a good purpose. I defy 
you to have any other, if you adopt it deliberately.— < 
You cannot make up your mind to the devotion «f your 
lives to any mean or worthless pursuit, even if you 
try. You may do the thing itself; you may devote 
yourselves to mere labor, like a beast of burden; or to 
mere pleasure, like the butterfly; or to iniquity, as 
though you loved it for its own sake. But this will 
not be from a fixed purpose, as your selected plan of 
life. It will be because you have no plan, because you 
are putting off to some more convenient season the 
claims of duty and religion. Bring yourselves to say* 
"this shall be my aim in life; this is the whole work 
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which my whole life shall accomplish;" and as sure- 
ly as your soul was made in the image of your God, 
you will turn your face heavenward. The great delu- 
sion of sin is this: we persuade ourselves that for a few 
months or years, we may live without a fixed aim and 
yet go in no fixed direction; that we may continue in 
certain wrong courses, indulging ourselves in sinful 
pleasures, giving ourselves only to worldly pursuits^ 
and that hy and hy we will begin a new course with a 
higher aim in life. And so we go onward to our ruin. 
For he who has no fixed aim in a right direction, may 
be sure that he is steadily going in a wrong. The 
strong folds of habit will gather round him; his moral 
tastes will be perverted; his influence will be exerted 
on the side of evil; his whole life will become a failure. 
, Throw your minds forward now, if you can, and in 
imagination place yourselves at the closing term of a 
long life. Let the three score years pass over you, with 
all their varied cares and occupations, until the physi- 
cal frame is already bowing under their influence, and 
the freshness of life has gone, and the account must in 
the course of nature, soon be rendered in. Sit down 
as at that advanced age, in your counting-room, in your 
ofllcC} or at your own fireside, and let the former years 
pass in review before you, that you may read the re- 
cord they are bearing onward to eternity. Let memo- 
ry play a faithful part, until the whole picture of your 
life is held up before your mind's eye. 

At first, it comes indistinctly and in confused lines, 
but gradually more and more plain, until each object 
is distinctly seen, and each event distinctly remember- 
ed. The history of your life is before you, and either 
for good or for evil, you are compelled to read it. 



With what different feelings will it be, aeoording to 
the manner in which your lives have been spent. If it 
is the history of a childhood full of promise, in which 
fond parents expended the treasures of love upon you, 
and in which the early development of your minds 
gave earnest of a vigorous and manly character, but 
from which you passed to the years of wayward and 
undisciplined yohth; if, as the history goes on, it tells 
you of one who advanced in years* but not in know- 
ledge; who was industrious because he was compelled 
to be, to gain a living, and whose surplus means, large 
or small, were expended for idle and unprofitable pleas 
suresy or for foolish and sinful indulgences; if it tells 
of one who had no fixed plan of life, but went forward 
as he was carried by the force of example, to which he 
submitted himself, even when he despised it ; if it tells 
you of one whose place in the world was merely to do 
a certain amount of daily work, and to be paid for it, 
but whose influence upon the real interests of society was 
either negative or baneful; if it tells you of a man whose 
name is not written with honor upon any public record* 
or upon any enterprise of usefulness or philanthropy; 
if, as yon read the continued history, yon see that so 
far as all the great interests of man are concerned— • 
education, refinement, art, morality, religion— that the 
man of whom you are reading might as well never 
have lived at all; that in all these respects his history 
is a blank; that for all the real uses of life, his exist- 
ence has been a failure and a mistake. Young man ! 
if this history should be the record of your own life, 
with what feelings would you read it? Was it for no 
more than this, that you were placed here? Are you 
satisfied to think of so tame and insignificant a result 
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of a life which begins with so many aepiriDg hopes? 
Is this to be the end of all yoar jonthfnl ambition? a 
record stalci flat, and unprofitable, waioh yon yonrself 
are ashamed to read} and which no one else will either 
read or remember? 

Yet I have spoken of no crime. The record which 
we have now been reading, is not so mach of a wicked 
life, as of one passed in the common routine of events, 
with nothing either very good or very bad to mark it. 
To him who is passing each a life, it seems well enoagh. 
The finger of soorn is not pointed at him; he holds 
a position comparatively respeatable; he earns his own 
living, occasionally helps a friend or neighbor, and 
never does anything to bring absolute disgrace upon 
his name. There are so many whose lives are worse, 
that he is tolerably well satisfied with himself. But 
how meagre and unsatisfactory must the whole appear, 
when it passes under that stem review at the last. 
When the close of life comes, can any one of us be sat- 
isfied with its result, unless we feel that in some res- 
pect it has been a good thing for the cause of humani- 
ty and for the glory of God, that we have lived? 

What then, must be the feelings of him, who reads 
the records of a lif e* not only worthless, but wicked? 
If that too faithful memory recalls days of folly and 
nights of crime? If dissipation, and revelry, and licen- 
tiousness, and blasphemy, and violation of trust, and 
broken promises, are the headings of the chapters, as 
he reads from page to page. Think of one* who, in the 
silent lonel'ness of old age, broods over recollections, 
such as thesel He feels that he does not compreheni 
the depth to which he has fallen, the light of eternity 
is needed to reveal that to him, but he knows enough to 
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be oorered with shamei and the despondeDoy of hia 
heart v\ but little better than despair. Toqng mani 
kneel down and pray to yonr God, that he may save 
you from such a close of life as this! Fray for early 
death, for poverty, for suffering, for ignominy, rather 
than to be left in the darkness of that sorrow. For 
nothing can oome to you in this world, which would 
not seem joy and happiness in o(xnparison with this. 

And what difference will it make, if such a review 
of sin comes before you in the gilded hall of wealth* 
or under the destitution of poverty? Will the gold 
adorn the record itself, so that you can read it pleas- 
antly? Will it become an illuminated page, beeauae 
the headings of those fearful chapters are embellished 
with bright coloring, and the volume encased in costly 
binding? Will ''innocence seduced," and "virtue cor- 
rupted," and "relii^on profaned," appear lees hateful 
on that account? Or will they not seem rather to be 
written in burning letters ; illuminated indeed, but as 
if by the fierceness of fire ? Tou may bribe the world* 
and buy its good opinion, but can you bribe your con- 
science? Can you circumvent your God? 

Turn away from so sad a picture. Let the retro< 
spect of our life come under what circumstances it 
may» in riches or in poverty, in a podtion of great in- 
fluence, or in one of comparative obscurity; but let it 
be the retrospect of a life well spent — a life of truth, 
of honor and sobriety — a life of manly earnestness to 
do whatever we were able to remove the sufferings of hu- 
manity, to educate ourselves in practical goodness, to 
promote the cause of morality and religion. It may 
recall no great deeds of philanthropy, but if the cham- 
bers of our imagination contain no pictures of guilt; 
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if in the last review ^of life we are able honestly to 
say, "Seligion and morality have not suffered at onr 
hands; but by a daily good ezamplei and by the faith- 
ful nse of whatever means and inflnence we possessed, 
we have done^ whatever we could, for Ood and for 
Christ's sake;" then will the closing days of life be to 
ns as the beginning of Heaven; and when the world 
begins to reoede from onr ^es, oar hearts will be filled 
with the peace which passeth all nnderstanding. 

I speak nnto yon, therefore, young men, that ye may 
become strong; that the word of Qod may abide in you, 
and that ye may overcome the wicked one. Love not 
the world) neither the things that are in the world. — 
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth 
away and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will 
of Qod abideth fbreve?. 
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LECTURE II 



JStlf-Cultnre. 



"Get irisdom ; get understanding. * * * Take fast bold of 
instraetion ; let her not go ; keep her, for she is thy life."— 
PiH)T.iy,5, 13. 



My subject for thia evening is eelf-education. The 
w<^rd fs often applied to the acquisition of knowledge 
alone, but we now give it a more extended and more 
Important application. Not only the intellect needs to 
be educated, but also the tastes, the affeetionsf the man- 
ners, and the character. There is diversity of tal- 
ents, of gifts and of opportunities. It is our duty to 
use those which we have to the best advantage, and 
thereby to secure their enlargement. 

The majority of young men in this country are led, 
either by necessity or choice, to enter upon the active 
duties of life with an imperfect education, and com- 
paratively unformed in character. In older countries 
a greater degree of development is required in advance; 
but in this new and vigorous land, it is enough if ono 
is able to do the task \ihich immediately devolves upon 
him. He is then set to work, and is very often kept 
so constantly employed, that it requires a good deal of 
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reflolntion to find either time or inclinatioii for any- 
thiDg else. There is a strong temptation to giye up the 
leisure time which comes, either to natural indolence 
or to frivolous amusement If the temptation is yielded 
to, the result is constant deterioration of character; 
and, instead of educating himeelf « the young man is 
soon diverted from the best purposes of life, and 
brought under influences which forbid either bis moral 
or intellectual elevation. 

The great fault of the young under such cireumstan- 
oes, as we have already said, is the want of a fixed aim 
and of resolution in keeping it. There is a want also 
of self-reliance. ^Hiey too readily yield their own 
princii^es and purposes to those around them, and in- 
stead of forming themselves after the model which 
they held before them at first, they suffer themselves 
to be formed by others. It is here that the importance 
of self -education is seen. 

The young should begin with a standard of excel- 
lence before them, to which they should resolutely con- 
form themselves. There should be a fixed determina> 
tion to make the best of one's self, in whatever cir- 
cumstances we are placed. Let the young man deter- 
mine, that whatever he undertakes he will dr well; 
that he will make himself master of the business upon 
which he enters, and always prepare himself for ad- 
vancement by becoming worthy of it. It is not op« 
portunity of rising which is wanting, So often as the 
ability to rise. 

It is not the patronage of friends and the outward 
helps of fortune, to which the prominent men o/ our 
country owe their elevation* either in wealth w influ- 
ence, so much as to their own yigorons and steady ex- 



ertioDS. We hear a great ma&yoomplaintB, both among 
young men and old, of the favoritism of f ortnne, and 
the partiality of the world; bat my obeerration leads 
me to belieye that to a great extent those who deserre 
promotion obtain it. Those who are worthy of eonfi- 
dence, will have oonlSdenee reposed in them. Thote 
who give evidence of abUity and industry, will find op- 
portunity enongh for their exercise. 

Take a familiar illustration. A young man engages 
in somo business* who is in every respect a beginner in 
life. A common schcxd education is all that he can 
boast. He knows almost nothing of the world, and 
very little of the occupation on which he has entered. 
He performs his duty from day to day BufficienUy well, 
and does what he is expected to do. But it does not 
enter his mind to do anything beyond what is required, 
nor to enlarge his capacities hy reading or rdlection. 
He is, at the best, a steady, plodding man* who will go 
fonprard, if at all, very dowly* and will rise* if at all, to 
no great elevation. He is not the sort of person who 
is looked for to occupy a higher position. One oppor- 
tunity of advancement after another may come direotiy 
in his readi, and he asks the influence of friends to 
push him upward. They i^ve it feebly, because they 
have no great hope of success, and are not confident in 
their own recommendation. As a matter of course, 
some one else, more competent or more earnest, steps in 
before him, and then we hear renewed complaints of 
favoritism and injustice. Such an one may say in his 
defence, that he has been guilty of no dereliction of 
duty; that no fault has been found with him, and that 
therefore^ he was entitied to advancement. But this 
does not follow* Sometldng more than that may sea- 
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flonably be required. To bestow inoreaied confidence, 
we require the capacity and habit of improrement in 
those whom we employ. The man who is entitled to 
rise, is one who is always enlarging his capacity, so that 
he is evidently able to do more than he is actoally 
doing. 

In every department of bnsinesSf whether of the me- 
chanic or merchant, or whatever it may be, there is a 
large field of useful knowledge, which should be care- 
fully explored. An observing eye and an inquiring 
mind will always find enough for examination and 
study. It may not seem to be of immediate use; it 
may have nothing to do with this week's or this year's 
duty, yet it is worth knowing. The mind gains vigor 
by the inquiry, and the hand itself obtains greater 
skilfulness by the intelligence which directs it. 

The result is all the difference between a mere drudge 
and an intelligent workmim ; between the mere sales- 
man or clerk, and the enterprising merchant; between 
the obscure and pettifogging lawyer, and the sagacious, 
influential counselor. It is the diffinrence between one 
who deserves to be, and will be, stationary in the world, 
and one who having determined io make the best of 
himself, will oontinnally rise in influence and true re- 
spectability. This whole difference we may see every 
day among those who have «s joyed nearly equal oppor- 
tonkies. We may allow something to what are called 
the accidents of social influence, and the tarns of for- 
tune* But after all fair allowance has been made, we 
shall find that the great cause of difl5»renee ia in the 
men themsel ves. Let the young man who is beginning 
life, put away from him all notions of advancement 
without desert. A man of honorable leelings will not 
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even desire it. He will rather shrink from enga^g 
in duties which he is not able fairly to perform. He 
will first of all secore to himself the capacity of per- 
forming them, and then he is ready for them whenerer 
they come. 

The troth of what I have now said will be admitted 
by most persons, with application to the business in 
which each one is engaged. It will be admitted that 
the young mechanic or the young merchant should in- 
form himself, as soon and as thoroughly as possible, in 
the whole range of the occupation in which he has 
embarked. Every one can see the direct utility of 
this. But when a larger application is given to the 
same principles, it is often disputed. It is thought 
qmte unnecessary, for those who belong to the working 
world, to trouble themselves about general information, 
or to educate themselTes beyond their immediate walk 
in life. There is almost a prejudice against one who 
devotes much attention to subjects of art or seienoe, or 
general literature* as though such occupations were in- 
consistent with the ordinary routine of business life. 

Nor would I meet this prejudice by too positive de- 
nial. I am willing to allow that he who has his own 
way to make in the world, must fix his eye intently 
upon some one object of pursuit, and not suffer his 
mind to be distracted from it by anything else. That 
must be his work in life, to whijh every other pursuit 
must for the time be subordinate. Particularly is this 
fame te the beginner. His heart must be in his busi- 
ness. He must lay hold upon it with a grasp that noth- 
ing can loosen. He must attend to its smallest details, 
in preference to things which are in themselves a thou- 
sand times more important, l^ar the j^esent duty, is 
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alwajs that wfaioh moflt be performed. We cannot 
ezcdse oarselveB for its neglect because it is insignifi- 
cant or disagreeable, or because something else more 
pleasant and seemingly more profitable offers itself. 
Especially, when we are empl<^ed by others, under an 
arrangement to do a specific work for which we receive 
compensation, we are bound to perform every part of it 
faithf nliyf although to our own loss and discomfort. 
We have no right even to improve ourselves at the ex- 
pense of those whom we serve. Nor are we wise if we 
suffer ourselves to be diverted from the occupation 
which we have deliberately chosen, for the culti- 
vation of taste or the acquisition of knowledge. 

He who neglects his Coke upon Littleton for the 
beauties Of Shakspearci may be commended for his 
taste, but will never do much as a lawyer. He who 
loves the books in his own library so much, that ho 
turns over the books in his counting room with disgust, 
may become a scholar, but not a merchant. Whatever 
is our occupation, therefore, particularly while we are 
young, should be made our chief work. It should 
stand first in our thoughts. We should never neglect 
it for the sake of any incidental advantages, however 
great they may appear. But in all this there is no- 
thing inconsistent with the work of self-education. 
This steadfastness of purpose, this close adherence to a 
fixed plan of life, is in itself a good discipline, both 
for the mind and charaoter. 

Let us make our work a part of the general plan of 
duty and self-improvement, and we can bring under 
the same plan all other things which tend to the same 
result. There is no necessity of one part of our duty 
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interferiDK with another. Bightly done, the proper 
performance of each part ^ill help all the rest. 

I know the objection which immediately arises, when 
any plan of self-edacation is proposed. It is the want 
of time. Bat, generally spetiking, it woald come nearer 
the truth to say " want of inclination*^' Very few 
persons are so hardened with work that they cannot 
find one or two hours in the day at their own com- 
mand. It requiresi indeed, some resolution to use 
such time according to a regular plan of self-edocation; 
hut in that case we ought not to plead the want of time, 
but of purpose. The proper and judicious use of one 
hoar a day is enougti to make any of us well educated 
men in the course of a few years. Make the trial faith- 
fully, and you will be astonished how much can be ac- 
complished in that one hour a day. Some of the pro- 
foundest scholars and most voluminous writers in the 
world, have confined themselves to their study but two 
or three hours daily. The rest of their time has been 
given to the active pursuits of life. 

There is, undoubtedly, a part of the year in which 
young men cannot find the hour of which I now speak. 
There is a part of the year in which they are over- 
worked as if they were beasts of burden. It is a pity, 
and it seems to me wrong that it is so. It is often a 
permanent injury to their health, and such seasons of 
over-working leave them in a state of body and mind 
most unfavorable for the work of self*improvement, 
when the time for it is again allowed. He who has 
been thus crowded and over-laden for two or three 
months, ia apt to feel, when the burden is thrown off, 
that he can relish nothing but frivolous' amusements or 
complete idleness. Thus, a few months of excessive 
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working becomes an excuse for wajsting the leisure time 
of the whole year. But it needs no argument to show 
the f (d!y of this. When every moment is occupied with 
*work we cannot be blamed for having no leisure. But 
when tbe work ceases and the leisure comes, it should 
be all the more diligently used. The great^ majority 
of young men in this city have their eveninjss to them- 
selves, if nothing more, during seven or eight months 
of the^year. Let one half of that time be spent with a 
viewto- self -education, in the acquisition of knowledge, 
and in the improvement of the mind, and how great a 
revolution would be wrought by a few years in our city. 
Whatra neble class of young men would then come for- 
ward to aocupy the prominent places in society. How 
quickly would all the interests of science, of literature, 
of art and philanthropy flourish among us. The fool- 
Ish and wicked dissipations of city life would rapidly 
decline, and the moral wilderness would blossom as the 
rose. 

We do not deny the necessity of amusement and of 
recreation. Neither bodily nor mental health can be 
secured without them. But if our recreations are judi- 
ciously selected, we shall find time enough for them^ 
without interference with more important things. 

It is when we make a business of pleasure that it 
becomes hurtful. It is when we seek for amusement 
in the haunts of dissipation, or with wicked compan- 
ions, that it become? sinful. A sensible msin can find 
time enough and ways enough for all the recreation he 
needs, without encroachment upon the real work of 
life. I havCf indeed, met with a few instances in 
which persons are kept so constantly at work that they 
have almost no time to themselves. I know young 



men who, throagh a greater part of the year, are so 
overtasked that when the Sanday comes they have 
heart for nothing, and are almost fit for nothiog, ez- 
oept sleeping or idleness, and who decline coming to 
church hecadse they cannot keep awake. In such ca- 
ses their employen are gnilty of great sin. Bat they 
are the exceptions which serve to show that it is very 
different with the majority. With nearly all there ia 
time enough for the common work of the day and for 
needful recreation, and a sorplns of one or two hoon 
at least for s«.lf-impravement. 

We again admit that the proper nse of that hour or 
two requires a resolnte purpose. It must often be done 
as a duty, rather than as a pleasure. But it may he 
done, and by those who take the right view of life it 
will be done. The end in view is worth striviug for. 
It is to make ourselves intelligent, thoughtful and wel- 
educated men. 

It is to raise ourselves above mere servants and la- 
borers into a position of influence and growing useful- 
ness. It is to make men of ourselves, and to fit us for 
the duties which men alone can do. If I could induce 
all who hear me to spend the eveningiB of this coming 
winter with a direct view to self-education, they would 
have reason to thank me for it, all the rest of their 
lives. The result of the whole life would be thereby 
ohangod, for this is a work which once entered upon 
will not be abandoned. 

He who begins to grow ia knowledge and refinement 
will continue to advance because he learns to love the 
pursuit. I ask yon, therefore, to think carefully upon 
this subject. I>o you not need this self -education ? 

Arc you satisfied to remain as you now are ? 
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Can you not see that yonr usefulness, your happi* 
nen and your real respectability would be indefinitely 
increased, by devoting a part of each day to the acqui- 
sition of knowledge and the improvement of your 
mind? 

None can be so blind as not to see this ; a great many 
are too indolent to act accordingly. 

But, first of all, as the beginning and foundation of 
all improvement, is the distinct acknowledgement of its 
necessity. To acknowledge it in general terms, is not 
enough. It must be felt. As we feel the necessity of 
food when we are hungry, so must we feel the necerai- 
ty of improvement, before we shall succeed in gaining 
it. The young are prevented from feeling it, chiefly 
by two causes; sometimes by self-conceit; sometimes 
by having too low a standard of excellence before them. 
We are apt to think better of oursdves in early life 
than at any subsequent period. As we grow older and 
wiser we feel our deficiencies more, for it requires a 
certain degree of knowledge to know how much Is to 
he learned. Our ideal of excellence also remains low 
until the mind and character are developed. Thus 
from the two causes together, we are easily satisfied in 
youth with attainments, of which in after years we 
would feel ashamed. This same experience we go 
through, most probably, whether we are scholars, or 
men of business, or men of the world. Accordingly 
you will find many young men, who account themselves 
complete merchants and accomplished gentlemen, when 
in fact they are but beginners, and perhaps give but a 
bad promise for the future in either way. 

It requires a great deal to make an accomplished 
gentleman. It is not only to wear good clothing in a 
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way which shows that one is used to it, or to be free 
from awkwardness in manners, although this is some- 
thing. There must be an accomplished mind. There 
must be delicacy of feeling and refinement of taste. For 
all this will show itself in the manners of a gentleman. 
Without it there may be a kind of polish — that which 
the dancing master and the clothing store can give — 
which is the highest ambition of many persons to at- 
tain. Many a dapper and spruce young gentleman is 
as proud of its attainment, as if it were a sufficient 
passport to perfect gentility ; but it is not so. To be 
an accomplished gentleman, one must be a thinking 
and well educated man. No eztersal polish can take 
the place of the thoughtful mind which gives a manly 
expression to the features, and the refinement of taste 
which bestows grace and gentleness upon the deport- 
ment. 

And 80, in like manner, does it require a great deal 
to make a complete merchant. Merely to buy and to 
sell, to know how to make a chrewd bargainy to under- 
stand the quality of the common articles of merchan- 
dize, is very far from being all. All of this may be 
learned by one who cannot speak ]^a own language 
correctly , and who has no conception of the great uses 
of trade. Commerce is the great civilizing agent of 
the world. Let it work as it ought to do, hand in hand 
with knowledge and virtue and religion, and it is the 
messenger of peace and good will among men. The 
merchant who understands the nobleness of bis calling, 
occupies a position far above that of mere buying and 
selling. He cannot be narrow-minded: he cannot stoop 
to the mean and tricky contrivances, by which men 
over-reach each other. He is not contented merely to 
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make money, and to spend it. He takes a large view of 
society and its interests. His interoonrse with different 
parts of the world frees his mind from prejudice, and 
prepares him to receive light from whatever quarter it 
may come. He feels it to be his duty to introduce into 
the community where he lives, all the means of im- 
provement which are found elsewhere. Thus regarded, 
commerce becomes an interchange of ideas as well as 
of goods. But to make it so, those who conduct it must 
\)e men of intelligencei of refinement and of truth. 
The young man who enters upon such a career should 
feel respect for his calling. He should determine to 
qualify himself by self culture, by the acquisition of 
knov^ledge and the practice of virtue, to become a 
complete merchant; to rise to the head of his profes- 
sion. No man need to have a more honorable ambi- 
tion than that. It will task all his powers; it will give 
room for the exercise of his best faculties, and for the 
use of his highest attainments. How sad it is to see 
BO many, with such a career before them, contented to 
remain all their lives with no higher ideas, than to 
write a good hand, or. to make a dose bargain. There 
is no scholarly profession) better calculated to enlarge 
the mind and elevate the character than the pursuits of 
commerce; yet they are often debased to the most piti- 
ful uses, and those who engage in them often remain 
through their whole lives, ignorant and uneducated. 

To prevent such a result the young man who enters 
upon this career should take himself in hand. He 
should place his standard of excellence very high and 
use sdl the means in his reach to attain it. Chiefly 
through self-culture, in the daily acquisition of know- 
ledge, and by a mimly and honorable course of life, he 
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should make himself worthy of his ealling, and of the 
highest honors it ean bring. How different will be the 
whole tenor of his life, if he enters upon it with suoh 
Tiews as these. How easy will it be to resist the en> 
tieements of pleasure and the allurements of vice. 
With what instinotiye disgust will he shrink from low 
asBooiates and the vulgarity of dissipation. With suoh 
an end in view, how easy will it be to find time for 
reading and oppcntnnity for self-improvement. 

With such a purpose in his heart from day to day, he 
is secured from the temptations to which youth is chief- 
ly ezpceedt and has only to press forward to secure the 
highest reward which a true ambition can ask. 

We might go through nearly the same course of re- 
mark with regard to the mechanic. . The mere work- 
man does not seem to occupy an elevated place in so- 
ciety ; although, if he does his work well, and conducts 
himself with honesty and sobriety, he occupies a place 
of nsef ulnesSf and is worthy of respect. By the force 
of character, if he has no other advantages, he may 
work his way to confidence, and to high estimation 
among men. Bat there is no neoessity of his remain- 
ing a mere workman. In this country, as large and as 
good a field of action is open before him as before any 
other. If he has the natural ability, and will use the 
opportunities of improvement offered to him, he may 
rise to as great height as he can reasonably desire. 
Look at the triumphs of art, the perfection to which 
the science of mechanics has been brought in our day. 
Look at the names which society delights to honor, in 
this country and in Bnglandi and see how many of 
them are of men who began at the work-bench, or at the 
forge ,* and who, by the application of their minds to 
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the material on which they worked, oarred lor them- 
selves a way to distinoiion and usefulness. The name 
of ''mechuiio" has long ceased to be one of social con- 
tempt. Let the young mechanic leam to be a thinking 
and observing man, and he will find as easy and as 
rapid progress in the world as through any other call- 
ing. There is certainly nothing in work itself to de- 
grade the mind ; but, on the contrary» we we more 
apt to find the development of practical and sound 
judgment in the workshop than in the study. Only let 
the same pains be taken to improve the mind, and the 
working man would have the advantage. We admit* 
as we have already done, that it requires strong reso- 
lution in one who has been closely employed all day, to 
turn his attention to the work of self -culture at night. 
But it is certainly not impossible, nor impracticable, 
for many do it ; and my object in speaking is to in- 
spire such resolution in those who hear me. If it were 
a thing that could be done without effort, it would prob- 
ably be not so well worth the doing. 

There never was a country or an age, in which great- 
er opportunities were offered to young men than our 
own. The age is one in which all the elements of ad- 
vancing civilization are at work. Our country is, per- 
haps, the only one in the world which offers a fair and 
equal field for the competition of all who enter upon 
it. There is every excitement for the young man to 
lay hold upon his work in life, with the vigorous deter- 
mination to make the most of himself, and to play his 
part in the world manfully. Society places no obsta- 
cles in the way of his advancement. There are no 
serious difficulties to be overcome, except in himself. — 
If he remains obscure and useless it is his own fault. 
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If he falls to booome a well-edneated and influmtial 
man, it is not for the want of opportunity, bat of indoa- 
tryand enterprise. 

Look particolarly at the position which our own city 
oconpies, and see if a young man could reasonably ask 
a nobler sphere of action, or better opportunities of 
self -advancement than are offered here. In this great 
Western valley, which is destined to become the garden 
of the world, and will contain in itself a greater popu- 
lation than that of the whole United States at this 
time, our dty is one of the ehief points of influence- 
By a remarkable growth it now contains nearly a hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants, and everything indicates 
that its future increase will be as rapid as the past 
We shall have no reason to be surprised if in a few 
years its present number is doubled. A grand system 
of internal improvement is now begun, by which, if 
we take hold of it as we ought, this city will become 
the centre of a commerce as great as that of our lar- 
gest Eastern cities now. In ten years time it may 
stretch its iron arms from the sources to the mouth of 
the Mississippi, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
ocean. The imagination loses itself in the grandeur 
of such enterprises; but tbey seem chimerical only be- 
cause they are so great. They are perfectly practi- 
cable, for the resources at command are equal to the 
work, and the benefits realised at each advancing 
step, will secure their ultimate completion. 

A prudent man may hesitate to say what the West 
and its leading cities will become, for fear of being ac- 
counted visionary. But I doubt if any expectations 
have been formed so sanguine that they will not be 
accomplished and surpassed. 
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But with fhepoeBibility of snoli a future before ub, 
what manner of men ought those to be to whom ihe 
▼ital interests of society are intrusted? In what man- 
ner shall they do their part now, so as to seonre the 
prosperity for whioh we hope, and prepare themselTes 
to meet its responsibiUdes ? What kind of young men 
are needed in an infant eity whioh promises to grow 
to such a robust manhood. It is not those who spend 
their time in the tavern, and at the billiard table; not 
those whose best ambition is to make a good figure in 
the ball room and the danoe; not those who pride them- 
seWes in their dress and equipage; not those whose 
only ambition in life is to be6ome rioh; but we need 
those who, keeping themselves free from idle dissipa- 
tion, begin their career with frugality and honorable 
industry, and with every step of their progress, take 
pains to educate themselves, to develop their minds, to 
mature their charaeter, to strengthen their judgment; 
so that as their duties in life become more important, 
they will be aUe to perform them with faithfulness. 
We need young men who have an honorable ambition 
in life; determined to be useful according to their abil- 
ity, and to increase theur ability, by diligent self -eul- 
tare and the jHractlce of virtue. (Hve ns a class of 
young men such as this, and what a glorious future 
ours would be. For I would again say, it is upon the 
young men that it chiefly depends. The older and 
wealthier portion of the oommunity may do their part; 
but the tone of society, the intelleetnal and moral 
character of our city, ten or twenty years henoe, de- 
pends chiefly upon those who are young now. Almost 
everything that Is needed for the moral and intellectu- 
al growth of this community is yet to be done. A be- 



SELF-EDUCATION. 



35 



ginning is scarcely made. Institntiozifl of almost every 
kind are yet to be founded* or if already began, need 
to be fostered and strengthened. In every department 
of philanthropy, of religions and moral enterprise, la- 
borers are needed. Bat still more than this: there is 
need of a more elevated public opinion, of greater re- 
finement of taste, of a higher standard of morality, 
of more profound respect for religion. We need an 
army drawn out in battle array, against the six hun- 
dred bar-rooms of the city, and against the thousand 
demoralizing influences so busily at work among us. 
Where shall we find the growing strength that is need- 
ed against the grovring evU, except in the vigor of 
youthful manliness? Where shall we find recruits for 
that peaceful army, except among the young men, 
whose own interests are chiefly in peril? 

Finallyf let us remember that the chief influence 
which every one of us exerts, is the influence of char- 
acter. This IS an individual work, and it is the most 
important work that any one of us can do. We do it 
faithfully) in proportion as we keep ourselves from the 
pursuit of folly, from the commission of sin. In pro- 
portion as we grow in excellence and usefulness. In 
proportion to our attainment of the christian graces, 
and to our practice of the christian virtues. Young 
men, what motive is wanting to secure your diligence 
and faithfulness, when the very same course of life 
will conduct you to self-respect* to honor among men, 
and to the approbation of God? Therefore, get wis- 
dom, get understanding. Take fast hold of instmo- 
tlon; let her not go; keep her, for she is thy life. 
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** See then tbftt ye iralk oirenmspeofly; aot as f <m>1i, but m 
vise; zedeemlng the time."— Eph. t: 1$, 17. 



The great difference between yonog men, with re- 
gard to the work d scIf-improTement, comes from the 
different manner in which they employ their leisure 
time. The working day is very much the same to all. 
A speoifio task is to be done, and the motive for its 
faithful performance is so urgent that it is not likely 
to be neglected, except by those who have already ta- 
ken a good many steps towards becoming worthless. 
Bnt in the manner of spending their leisure time, the 
greatest possible difference is found, and from this, in 
the course of years, proceeds almost the whole differ- 
ence among men; He who spends his leisure time well, 
is an improving man; he who spends it badly^ is one 
who will remain stationary, or go downward. 

By leisure time, we mean^ chiefly, the evening and 
the Sabbath. For althoiighi during the dayt there are 
a great many houi^ quite idle, the etiquette of business 
is understood to forbid the young man to do anything 
withfivoh unemployed time, except to lounge about the 
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store, or stand upon tho pavement. I am not able to 
perceiTe the necessity of this; bat as the rule is nni- 
versali I take for granted that it is founded on right. 
Otherwise, I should suppose that it would be far better 
both for employers and employed, when perhai)s five 
or six young men have almost nothing to do, for sever- 
al months in the year, that they should be encouraged 
in some regular plan of self-improvement; but having 
no practical knowledge upon the subject, I do not ven- 
ture to express an opinion. 

The leisure time of which we speak at present, is 
that which young men have entirely at their own con- 
trol. It does not belong to the business hours, and they 
may use it to good or bad purpose, or to no purpose, 
just as they please. From the manner in which they 
please to use it, I repeat, the ultimate difference in 
their characters and their prospects in life wUl chiefly 
depend. 

This may not at first be admitted. Young men are 
apt to think that if their working hours are well 
employed, it is no matter what becomes of the rest ; 
that it is their own time, for which they are responsible 
to nobody. But they will discover, before life closes, 
that they are responsible for it to their own consciences 
and to God. The sum of their responsibility and the 
result of their whole lives, for good or evil, depends 
npon this more than upon anything else. 

We grant that a single evening, whether idled away 
or w ell used, is no very great matter ; yet, perhaps 
that single evening may bring the commencement of a 
long train of vices, which ends in complete ruin. We 
grant that a single Sunday, devoted to amusement) 
may have no great influence upon the general charao- 



ter ; yet that one day misspent, may be the first step 
towards a life of irreligion. But it is not 9f single 
Tiolations of duty that we are now speaking, nor of 
the manner in whicn we spend the leisure time of a 
single day. I speak of the habit of life. How are 
ytiur evenings generally spent 7 To what employment 
is your Sunday gcn(3'ally devoted ? Answer that ques^ 
tion for a year, and I will tell you, with almost abso- 
lute certainty, whether you are growing better or 
worse in character; whether the tendency of your 
whole lives is upward or downward. Answer that 
question for a series of ten years, and we need nothing 
else to determine the degree of your real respectability 
and usefulness in the world* If I am to decide upon 
a man's character, I desire to know nothing more than 
thisr— how are his evcLings and his Sundays passed. 

It is for the want of paying regard to this, that we 
are so often deceived in the real character of business 
men. We see one, for instance, who is every day 
punctually at his work, and who, through all the busi- 
ness hourSf is found in his proper place. He is atten- 
tive and industrious thcrcf and we pronounce him a 
good business man, and repobe unlimited confidence in 
him. All at onee, we find that his character is rotten 
at the core. He abuses our confidence, neglects our 
interests, and proves altogether unworthy ^f trust. 
We are completely astonished at such a development. 
We speak of it as if it were a sudden change of char- 
acter, for which it is impossible to account. But if we 
had known, for several years before, to what pursuits 
his leisure time was devoted, we should have anticipa- 
ted the result, long before it actually came. There 
probably has been for many years some corrupting in* 
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ioflaenoe, some vile habit of dinipation or Mlf indul- 
gence, by wbich the obaraoter has been gradually un- 
dermined ; and although the fall itself seems to be 
sudden, the causes which led to it have l<mg been at 
work. Our knowledge of the world should teach us 
never to put great confidence in any man's Tirtue or 
honesty, unless we know to what pursuits his leisure 
time is given. Then it is that his real tendencies show 
themsolyes. Then It is, when no longer under the 
external pressure of business* that he acts himself out 
most freely ; and if you find that his tastes are then 
depraved, that his pleasures are low, that his compan- 
ions are dissipated or vulgar* you may mark him as an 
unsafe man, who, sooner or later, will prove himself 
unworthy of respect or confidence. 

Take, for illustration, two general plans of life in 
the employment of leisure time. We need not select 
extreme cases, either of good or bad, but such as are 
met with in every day's observation. 

There are many who, when the day's #brk is over, 
are guided by no particular rule with regard to their 
evenings. They have no feeling of duty upon the sub- 
ject. To get rid of the time in some way, so that it may 
not be tedious, is their only thought. A half hour or 
more they idle about their hotels in very unprofitable 
conversation, and in laughter, which is apt to be loud, 
in proportion as the oause which excites it is objection- 
aUe. Thence they stroll in groups of t?ro or three to- 
gethtf) perhaps to some stylish saloon, either with or 
without the intention of drinking, but generally it re- 
sults in their "taking something," and with some other 
groups, engaged in the some employment of killing 
time, the conversation becomes still more improfitable 
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and the siirtii more bouterous. The billiard room or 
bowling alley demands their next attention^ and there^ 
perhaps, the rest of the evening ii spent ; or if not, the 
transition is to some other amusements of about the 
same grade. Oocasionally a little improvement is made 
upon this, by giving the evening and a great part of 
the night to the ball-room, where there is at least the 
refining infloenoe of ladies' society, and generally speak- 
ing, the absence of vulgarity and dissipation. Occa- 
sionally the concert room afEbrds a more refined and 
unobjectionable employment, or the theatre mingles 
with the entertainment some elements of instruction 
and intellectual enjoyment. Occasionally, when these 
different resorts become tiresome or too expensive, or 
when some particular temptation comes in the way, 
the evening is given to what is called a frolic, in which 
the elements of sin are mingled far enough to give 
piquancy and novelty to the entertainment, without 
awakening the severe reproaches of conscience. 

Such is the history of the evening. We have not 
spoken of intemperance, of gambling and licentious- 
ness, for these do not come till afterwards. We are 
speaking only of that mode of life into which young 
men fall, because they have no particular rule of oon- 
dacCf no fixed principle of life. Their Sundays will 
be in general of the same sort, with perhaps a great- 
er touch of respectability,, resulting from their early 
associations with the day. They rise very late ; 
q)end an unusual time over the newspaper; devote three 
or four hours to novel-reading, and two or three more, 
perhaps, after the dinner hour has been prolonged as 
much as possible, to an afternoon ride, in the progress 
of which it will be strange if something very much like 
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dissipation does not oocur. Sometimes, bat probably 
at long intervals, they find leisure to visit a church; 
bat they do not feel quite comfortable there: for if the 
minister is faithful, he touches their consciences too 
much, and if not faithful, he is sure to be dull; so that 
their visits become less and less frequent, until they 
completely cease. Sometimes they find their way to 
their counting rooms, or other places of business, and 
either by themselves or with some customer, who has 
been introduced at a side door, diey devote a few hours 
to their ordinary week-day work. S(»netimes, and 
more frequently as time progresses, they join regular 
pleasure parties, which, upon the steamboat or else- 
where, are contrived for the prof anation of the Sabbath 
upon a large scale. 

We have not here spoken of an extreme case, al- 
though tolerably bad. Tou will find a great many 
such, among those who call themselves respectable and 
moral young men. Ton will also find a great many 
who are no longer youngtbut whose children are grow- 
ing up around them, the history of whose Sundays and 
other leisure time, is very much what has now been 
given. 

The question we have now to ask is, what must be the 
effect of such a manner of life upon the whole charac- 
ter? Take a series of years, and what must be its in- 
fluence upon the mind and heart? Is a man likely to 
grow better under this discipUnci or rather this want of 
discipline, or is he not quite certain to grow worse? Is 
he in a course of self -education, which will result in 
manliness of character, refinement of taste, true ele- 
gance of manners, or largeness of thought? Is he 
likely to retain his self-respect, his purity of feeling, or 
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hie florapaloiisneflB of oonaeience? Is lie on the road to 
beoome a useful and good man, or the contrary? I 
think that the questions soaroely need an answer. 
They answer themselves, or if not, you have only to 
look upon those who try the experiment, and you will 
find an answer to fill you with sadness and regret* 

Take, then^ an illustration of a different eourse, and, 
again, take not an extreme case, such as might never 
occur in real life^ but such as may be met with every 
day* It would be eiuy to describe a manner of life 
entirely free from all follies, in which not a day nor an 
hour is wasted; in which the whole energies are devoted 
to usefulness and self -improvement. But a model cha- 
racter like this is so rarely met with,that it seems like an 
imaginary picture, and its very perfection causes a 
feeling of discouragement. As a teacher of morality, 
I would not be unreasonable in exaction. It is not 
well to expect too much. Something may be allowed 
to waywardness and youthful irresolution, and to the 
natural love of amusement. 

It is well, however^ sometimes to hold before us an 
ideal of unsullied excellence, of unstained purity, of 
undivided allegiance to duty. It would be well for us 
to picture to ourselves what a young man might be- 
come, if his whole heart were given to the pursuit of 
goodness and wisdom. If we could follow such an one, 
aa he resists one temptation after another, as he adds 
to his daily store of useful knowledge, as he cultivates 
in himself eve^ Christian grace and manly virtue, 
conforming himself diligently to that standard of life 
which the Gospel has ordained — it would be impossible 
not to feel respect for the heroism of his daily life, and 
admiration for the victory which he daily obtains. 
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Saoh a oontemplation would be a rebake to our own in- 
differenoe, and would make ns feel how far attoti we 
are falling of onr daty. We wonder that there are not 
more who take hold of life with this spirit. We won- 
der that there are so few who determine to make the 
very best of thomselTes, to make the moit of their 
intelleotoal and moral strength in the iervice of God 
and man. But it is not one in a thousand — no, nor in 
ten thousand~«who can honestly say that he is doing 
so. We ezeuse ourselves in so many deliberate omia- 
gions of duty, we waste so much time for the want of 
system in spending it, we allow so many faults of char- 
acter for the want of resolution in correcting them, 
that even when our general intention is good, we do 
not rise to one half the excellence of which we are 
capable. 

In our present treatment of the subject, however, 
while we would make things better if we could, let us 
take them as they are. We do not figure to ourselves, 
therefore, a model young man, in whom there are no 
faults, and who never wastes an hour of his time ; buc 
one who is guided by prudence and a sense of duty in 
his ordinary life; who takes some pains to avoid the 
follies and dissipations which undermine the character, 
and to educate himself as a man and as a Quristian, by 
the attainment of useful information. After his day's 
work is done, mq may leave him suf&<uent time for rest 
and recreati^i. We do not limit him too closely, 
as to the number of hours in the week to be al- 
lowed for such purposes; only let him remember 
one things to carry his conscience with him wher- 
ever he goes and to whatever amusement he en- 
ters upon; for conscience belongs to our leisure not 
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less than to our working time. He keeps himself 
away, therefore^ from every liaont of vice. He avoids 
bad companions, and takes pains to select good society. 
If some of his time is spent idly, no part of it will be 
spent badly; and after all allowance of this sort has 
been made, he will find a part of everyday, and a great 
many honrs in every week, for judicious reading and 
study. The general purpose of self-education is never 
forgotten, and more or less rapidly the work is accom- 
plished. His Sundays are spent either in good society 
of friends and kindred, or in the perusal of books, cho- 
sen with a view to instruction rather than amusement; 
or in the performance of some work of Christian chari- 
ty and kindness. His church will not be neglected, but 
as a regular habit, either once or twice in the Sunday 
he goes there, not only as a habit, but for the worship 
of Godf and to seek his blessing. 

Surely we have described no standard of ideal excel- 
lence here. Many would say that it is but a tame and 
insufficient character, which the pulpit ought not to 
.hold up for imitation. It is the least that n^^t be ex- 
pected of one educated by'Ghristian parents, and who 
acknowledges his responsibility to God. Yet, imper- 
fect as it is, it is far above the actual attainments of 
the majority of young men, and a wonderful improve- 
ment in society would take place if they could be ele- 
vated eyen to this point. 

But the more important remark to be made at pres- 
ent is this: That the result of itucfa a course of life, fol- 
lowed through a scries of eight or ten years, would be 
to elevate those who follow it in their own self-respect 
and in the respect of the community. They would, 
from year to year, become more intelligent, more 
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thoQgbtfal, and better men. They would be removed 
farther and further from the influences of Tioe^ and 
would appear more and more as the friends of virtue. 

Compare them, at the end of ten yean, with that 
class of young men whom we described a few minutes 
ago. In the beginning of their career a careless ob- 
senrer would not have seen the difference in the direc- 
tion they were taking. But the two loads which lie 
almost together at first, rapidly diverge from each oth- 
er, until it appears that one of them has led to worth- 
leflsness and infamy, and the other to usefulness and 
virtue. 

And wherein has the difference consisted ? Simply 
in the different use of leisure time, in the different 
manner in which the evening and the Sunday have 
been passed. It is the difference between two or three 
hours a day well spent and the same time wasted. The 
whole problem of life has been settled by those few 
hours, which are generally thought of no importance, 
and which young mai are apt to feel may be thrown 
away whenever :they please. 

The most obvious^ and perhaps, the most important 
means of self-improvement, is Reading* Books are food 
to the 'mind. Well selected books, like wholesome food, 
impart strength and vigor, and bring the mind to its 
full growth. But as all food is not wholesome, and we 
may use that which is poisonous or hurtfuU so there is 
a. great deal of readiag which is poisonous and hurtful 
to the mind. 

We would not condemn all fictitioas works as belong- 
ing to this class. The taste for such writings, whether 
in prose or poetry, is as natural to us, as any other in- 
tellectual tendency. Particularly when we are young. 
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they are received with a relish that no other books oan 
impart. A great deal of the instraotion that we re- 
ceive, comes in this form ; and although we may ad- 
mit, that this mode of making study attraetive, and 
learning easy, has been carried much too far, we should 
be quite unwise to reject it altogether. 

I cannot help saying, however, although it is only by 
the way, that the inordinate love of novel reading which 
marks this generation, probably proceeds from the 
multiplicati<m of juvenile books of fiction, of which our 
Sunday schools and day schools are full. One would 
think, to look at them, that tiaere is no way of incul- 
cating a good moral, except by clothing it in a fictitious 
tale of love^ and danger. Books of instructi<m are 
scarcely put into the hands of the young, unless they 
are first disguised. Then, like the sugar-covered med« 
icine, they are taken ; but unfortunately, by a per- 
verse mental digestion, the medicinal properties are too 
often rejected, and the sugar alone retained. Even 
arithmetic and geography are made to undergo a di- 
luting and disguising process, so as to save the yeung, 
as far as poenble, from all exertion of thought. It is 
not surprising that children educated in this way, re- 
fuse to read, as they grow elder* except under the same 
condition of being amused. These remarkSi howeveiv 
are leading me away from my present subject. 

We do not cendemn the reading of fiction, as being 
in itself wrong or hurtful. Many books which oomft un- 
der this class, may be read, not only with safety but 
with profit, by almost any one. The danger arises in 
such reading, first, from its engrossing too much of our 
time, and secondly, from a bad selection of the books 
iead« 
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No one need expect to become a wise or well edacated 
man by noTel reading. As giving rest or recreation to 
the mind it ia very well, bat not for Babstanoe of 
ihoagbt and maturity of intellect. 

One might as well expect to gain strength to his body 
from sweet-meats and confectionary, as fOr bis mind 
from works of fiction. The very best of them should 
be used as an occasional refreshment ; considered as 
the daily food, they are absolutely pernicious. Tbe 
young person who becomes a confirmed novel reader, 
with a work of fiction always on hand, undergoes a 
process of mental deterioration more rapidly than he is 
aware. Tou might as well expect to make a perscm re- 
ligious, by the pitiful dilutions of Christianity, which 
appear under the head of religious nuvels at the pres- 
ent day, as to educate yourselves by historical roman- 
ces—from Waverly down to the latest of the fruitful 
brain of James. He.who is seeking for self -improve- 
ment will read them sparingly. 

So much may be said even of the better class of fic- 
tion. But what shall we say of that, whose very touch 
u defilement? which we compliment if we only call it 
trash, and with which to become acquainted) is to bid 
farewell to all purity of thought and all refinement of 
feeling ? It would be better not to know how to read, 
than to read it. He who holds it in his hand is pro- 
claiming his own vulgarity of taste, and is doing open- 
ly that which he should be ashamed to do in secret. 
I do not fear to speak too strongly. I have not read, if 
it were all told, an hundred pages of such literature in 
my life ; yet I feel that even in that, a serious mistake 
was committed, and it would have been far better not 
to have seen it. As iron-rust upon the hand, which 
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stays there antil it wears off, so is an impure thought 
suggested to the mind, or a vile piocnre painted upon 
the imagination. We would implore the young to keep 
their hands off from sueh books, and to turn their 
minds away from the pollution which such books bring. 
If you have already learned to enjoy reading them, 
you have reason to tremble for your safety. For he 
who relishes the record of that which is vile, is almost 
prepared, himself, to be guilty of the same vileness. 

To form a m(»re correct taste in reading is by no 
means difficult. At first it may require some effort, 
but like every other habit, soon becomes easy and ple3is- 
ant. Biography, history, the higher departments of 
polite literature, works of art and science, are within 
every one's reach. At first it may seem less attractive 
than the light and flashy reading, for which they are 
so much neglected ; but in a little while they become 
far more interesting, and with every page you read, you 
feel that you are taking a step in knowledge and re- 
finement. They may not come under the head of amuse- 
ment, and it is not as such that I would recommend them, 
but experience will prove to you that they supply heal- 
thy recreation to the mind, and prepare it for the re- 
turning duties of the next day, far better than books 
which produce an unhealthy excitement, or pleasures 
by which the body has been fatigued and the mind ex- 
hausted* It is not as amusement that we recommend 
them,' but as a study, and as a means of self-education. 
Time enough for amusement may be found beside. Can 
we not spare one or two hours a day, if not as a pleas- 
ure, then as a duty, in preparing ourselves for the real 
work of life, for doiog our part, as men and as Chris- 
tians, in society. In an age like this, where knowledge 
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if almost in the atmospliere we breathe, oan we ocmteBt 
ourselTes with ignorance^? In a country where a good 
education is an essential requisite to respectability and 
in which Tulgar-minded and uninformed men find it 
every day harder to retain any influence, shall we re- 
fuse to make the needful exertion to educate ourselves, 
BO as to deserve respect and to eommand influence ? If 
I am speaking to those who are indifferent to such 
things, my words will be in vain; bat if you desire them, 
if yon wish to deserve respect, if you wish Axi obtain in< 
fluenee, if you wish to become useful by the best exer- 
tion of your faculties, then you will be ready to take 
some pains in its accomplishment. You will not expect 
to obtain so great a result without systepiatic and long- 
continued effort. 

Let me therefore advise you, as your friend, to use a 
part of every day for careful and studious reading. Be- 
gin, if you please, with one hour, or even with less, but 
let it be done as a duty. It will bring its enjoyment, 
but let it be done as a duty. 

Let your flrst aim be to supply the deficiencies of ear- 
ly education. Do not smile at the suggestion of a 
grammar and dictionary. I know business men who 
cannot tell where the places with which they trade are 
situated, and who cannot write a commercial letter 
without violations both of good grammar and cor- 
rect spelling. It would be no disgrace to them, I think, 
to have Murray and Webster ^thin reach. To a shal- 
low mind this may seem boy's work, but if you will 
read the lives of the most eminent scholars, you will 
find that they are always learners. The best educated 
man must frequently return to the rudiments of 
knowledge* to see that the foundation is well laid. How 
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much more is sii6h a eonrse needf al to tbpse wlko have 
never gone beyond a common school education) and to 
whom even that was very imperfect. 

Such 18 the case with the great majority of young 
men who enter upon business. They are not beyond the 
necesaity cf schooling. They need elementary instruc- 
tion. They are uninformed upon subjects upon which 
continued ignorance is inexcusable. They are not to 
blame for this; but they are to blame if they take no 
pains to supply the acknowledged deficiency. There is 
no necessity for their remaining ignorant or uneducated. 
Nay^ there is no excuse for it. The means of self-edu- 
cation are within reach of all, not only books, but 
teAvhers, if need bci and the only thing wanting is, 
sufficient resolution and industry to use them. 

As to the choice of books and the course of reading 
to be followed by each one, no general rule can be 
given. This must depend upon the taste, and previous 
education of each individual. But every young man 
should have some method, both in the. choice of books 
and in using them. Beside his lighter reading, which 
is partly for .amusement sake, let him always have 
some one book, at least, or some one branch of study* 
to which his careful attention is every day directed. 
Ue will reap from this a double benefit; firat, in his 
direct improvement, in the discipline of his mind and 
in the acquisition of knowledge; and secondly, by the 
employment of time which might otherwise hang 
heavily upon his hands, or be devoted to idle amuse- 
ments, which lead to worse than idle results. lie would 
alBO find himself, by such a course, removed from the 
worst temptations to which the young are exposed. Bad 
eompanionship in idle hours is the oonmion way to ruin. 
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Bat be who is dajly elevating his mind, by reading and 
study, will soon lose the taste for 6nch oompanionship. 
He will find no pleasure in ynlgarify or dissipatioDt and 
no sympathy with those who are guilty of them. He 
will avoid the bar-room, and gambling table, as much 
through good taste, as through good principle. He will 
therefore at the same time feel less temptation to do 
wrong, and find greater enjoyment in doing right. 

To secure this result, however^ he must add to his 
daily reading one book, which by many is thought old- 
fashioned, but #hich IS not yet, thank God, out of print. 
It is the cheapest book in the world, and from whatever 
point of view we regard it, the best. It is the book, 
the Bible. Considered as history, it is the oldest and 
best authenticated ; considered as poetry, it is the no- 
blest, the most original and exalted ; considered as a 
system of morality, it is absolutely perfeet; considered 
as religion, it is sufficient both for time and eternity. 

Set aside, if you please, all thought of its divine 
authority) and regaid it as you do other books, accord- 
ing to its intrinsic worth, and yon will find that it de- 
serves frequent perusal and careful study. Yet I fear 
that many persons have almost no acquaintance with 
it, ex sept that which oomes from the dim recollections 
of ehildhood. Its very sanctity repels them. But if 
they do not read it as the Revelations of God* and as a 
religious duty, it should be read for its own sake. 

The book of Proverbs contains enough practical wis- 
dom to carry any man successfully through the world. 
Seneca and Franklin cannot be read with one half the 
profit, even with regard to the conduct of this life alone. 
The young man who i eads a chapter of it every day, will 
find that folly and sib become an up-hill business. The 
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book of Job is a key to the mysieries'of Providenoe, as 
we see tbem all around us. The Prophecies, although 
obscure and diffieolt, fill the mind with pictures of 
Heavenly gloiy> aod reveal to us the judgments of 
God. 

But above allj the New Testamenti to those who 
know how to prize simplicity oi style and grandeur of 
thought, is an inexhaustible fund of instruction and de- 
light. The character of Jesus Christ, if we could re- 
gard it simply as an historical fact, apart from its re- 
ligious bearing, is worthy of never-ending study. It is 
the only perfect character ever delineated. If it 
were a fiction it ivould be wonderful ; being true, it is 
miraculous. His words come to us, as a breathing from 
Heaven. His life opens to us an acquaintance with 
Heavenly existence. 

Yet I believe, that with the exception of those who 
have been led, by religious experience, to place th^r 
hopes of eternal life in the GospeU there is no book 
which is estimated so far below its real and intrinsic 
merits as the Bible. I commend it to your reading, if 
not as a religious duty, as a means of self-education^ 
for the refinement of your taste, and for the general 
elevation of your character. 

But consider it as a religious duty, and it still belongs 
to the work of self -education. He who hopes to attain 
the full development of his mind, or true manliness of 
character, without religious principle, is under a mis- 
take. Knowledge is very important; but one sin will 
degrade you moreifthan a great deal of ignorance. So- 
briety, chastity, purity, and truth, are elements of 
growth to the mind* not^ less than to the heart. They 
ennoble a man in this world, while they prepare him 
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for the future; and these are the virtues which' religion 
incaloates. It exalts us above all corruptiog and im- 
pure associations, and therefore if considered only as a 
means of self -improvement in the poes^it time, it 
should never be neglected. The irreligious man is in 
danger of becoming a low-minded and selfish man, even 
if he avoids being wicked. 

But I would not rest the cause of religion here. Not 
for a moment would I leave it upon so low a ground. 
It appeals tons and belongs to us, as immortal beings. 
It commands us to make the most of ourselves here, in 
mind, in heart and in life, because we must soon pass 
from Time to Eternity, carrying with us the result of 
our conduct here. In such a view how completely 
worthless do all earthly considerations seem? What 
matter whether we are rich or poor, learned or igno- 
rant, so that we are rich in good works, and wise unto 
salvation? 

But a part of our duty towards God) is to improve the 
talents committed to us, for the promotion of His gloiy 
and for usefulness among men. Infuse, therefore, into 
all your efforts for self-Improvement a religious spirit. 
This will bestow dignity upon the employment, it will 
give steadfastness to your purpose, and crown your 
efforts with success. 
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LECTURE IV. 



STrattBguBBion. 



Inter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the vaj 
of evil men. AToid it, pass not by it^'tom from it, and paag 
away. PtoTarbs It: 14, 15. 



Not long ago, perhaps a year or more, I was accosted 
in the street by^ a man, whom at first I did not folly re- 
cognize. His voice, however, recalled him to my mind. 
I had not seen him for nearly two years, although we 
had both been living in the same city daring all that 
time, and we had formerly been upon terms of intimate 
frien^hip. His hand was cold and tremnlons; he wu 
not intoxicated, but his step was unsteady, like that of 
an old man, and his form slightly bowed, as if under 
the weight of three score years. His features were 
bloated, his eye dull and unsettled. He seemed unable 
to look steadily upon any object, and the expression of 
his face was like that of one suffering under some 
heavy care, or some great disappointment, that he was 
desirous to conceal. There was an effort to assume a 
hearty and cordial manner, and the grasp of the hand 
and the first words of greeting seemed like his manner 
of ten years before. But it was an effort that could 
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not long be fnBtained. Asamed indifferenoe and the 
evident sense of real mortifi ation soon took its place. 
His dress was shabby and carelessly worn, showing that 
the world had not dealt kindly with him. He seemed 
glad to see' me, shook my hand again and again, as if 
he had forgotten each time that he had done it before; 
promised to oome to my house, which, however, he evi- 
dently did not intend to do ; asked me to visit him, bat 
although I promised it, he evidently supposed it would 
never be done, and seined greatly relieved when the 
interview was ended. And so was I. But it left mat* 
ter upon my mind which occupied me many hours- af- 
ter. His form kept coming back to me, an unbidden 
presence, reproaching me that I had not done more to 
save him from that sad condition. A few days afterward 
X went to see him at his room, and tried to renew our 
old acquaintance. I spoke to him earnestly and plain- 
ly, as I had often done before, and he promisedt with 
tears in his eyes, that he would refbrm. Only a week 
afterward I again met him in the street, so intoxicated 
that he did not know me. And when two or three 
m(mths had passed, I was called one day to see him on 
his dying bed, and then to follow him to an unhonored 
grave. 

Was this the end to which he looked forward, when 
he first came to this dty ? Was this the na< ural and 
right conclusion of. a youth full of promise, of a man- 
hood which began with bright hopes and sanguine ex- 
pectations 7 If , on the day when he left his father's 
house, '* a younger son to go into a far oountry," the 
dream of sueh a future had virited him — ^the vision of a 
premature old age— of years spent friendless and des- 
pised — of the death-bed in an alms-house and the burial 
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at public charge — if such ayiflioii hadoome to him when 
he received his mother's blessing^or to her when she gave 
ity it would have been belter for them both to be strick- 
en down bj the hand of death, than to look upon it- 
Yet the roalify came, and that wldoh would haTe been 
too fearful to think of, became the history of fajs life. 

And how did it come ? By what arenuefl did the 
tempter find entrance into a heart rich in good affec- 
tions, into a mind well- stored with good and pious 
thoughts ? I remember him now as he was, sixteen 
years ago, when he first came to this city. Among all 
whom I knew I isould not, perhaps, have selected one 
whose life seemed to give a more certain promise of an 
honorable and useful career. The glow of health was 
upon his cheeky his eye sparkled with the vigor of in- 
telligence, his step was firm, his whole manner was 
that of one who had resolved to do a man's work man- 
fully. He was then but little more than twenty years 
of age, fresh from all the good influences of a Christian 
home in a quiet Christian community ; unstained hy 
t)^e world's corruptions, ignorant of life's temptations. 
But his resolutions were so strong and his opportunities 
so good, that there seemed as little danger for him as 
for any one. How terrible the change that fifteen years 
produced. 

If I could trace that progress, step by step — if I 
could show how it was that his virtuous resolutions be- 
gan to yield, and the stain of corruption to spread up- 
on his soul, it would be an instmetive, althongh a sad 
narration. But the heart knoweth its own bitterness. 
We cannot enter into the hidden experience, one of an- 
other. We cannot tell how the temptation comes, even 
to oarselyes, and we often fail to recognize its presence 
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until we have yitlded to its power. The inflaenoes of 
eril are working in the heart, long before they come to 
outward obserration. When we begiii to see thenif the 
rain is too often already aooomplisfaed. 

With regard to him of whom I have now spoken, I 
did net know when his steps began npon the downward 
road. He seemed to be prospering in bnsinefSf for the 
first two or three yean was found only in good oompa- 
ny, and was evidently taking his place among men as 
a good and useful citizen. I have sinoe thought* that 
perhaps his progress was so much more rapid than he 
had anticipated, and the position he held so much high- 
er, that he was deceived into a false security. Perhaps 
he thought himself already removed from danger, and 
that he might safely yield to temptation, a little way, 
without fear of falling. Soon after, some reverses in 
business occurred, which slightly embarrassed him, and 
some disappointments in social life which soured his dis- 
portion. The habit of occasional conviviality, formed in 
the time of prosperity, now brought a feeling of relief 
and daily became stronger. His place at church was 
more frequently left vaeant, and his place at the bar- 
room more frequently filled. He was not himself aware 
of any danger, until, his busineffi suffering more and 
more,he began to perceive that friends were falling away 
fnom him. Partly, by the sense of shames and partly 
by the feeling that lie was unjustly dealt with, he was 
led to acquaintance with those who were, in character 
and social position, far beneath him. Their influence 
upon him was in every way bad. Some of them were 
those determined drinkers, those veterans in the ranks 
of intemperance, who are scaroely ever intoxicated 
yet never eoberi and who care very little how many 



TRAIUIGRE88ION. 69 



others fall over the preoipioo, while they thexnaelves re- 
main in comparative safety. Under their influence his 
decline was rapid, and soon ended in yain tears of re- 
pentance, in sadness and despair. 

It is a common story; a thing of e^ery day's ooonr- 
rence. Since I began to speak, if yoa hare asked your- 
selves whose history it is, if you have tried to remember 
some one to wh<Hn it would apply, yon have probably 
thought of many whose career, although not identi- 
cally the same, has been equally sad. 

Perhaps none of those whom I address, know any- 
thing of the person to whom I have referred j for the 
record of his name and of his burial-place have already 
passed from memory. But similar instances you have 
all known, or may see every day going on towards the 
fatal, the inevitable conclusion. In conversation with 
a friend a few days since, who is himself still a young 
man, he informed me that more than half of the com- 
panions, with whom he began his active life ten or 
twelve years since, have already come to a disgraceful 
death, or to a dishonored and worthless life. Is it not 
dreadful to think of such things ? Is it not enough to 
frighten a young man from his 8elf«confident security, 
to see how many of those who have gone before him, 
in the very same path, have fallen never to rise again ? 
Has he a safe-conduct from some higher power, by vir- 
tue of which he may go to the brink of ruin, and re- 
turn uninjured ? Is it the mark of wisdom to risk 
everything that makes Hfe dear, health and friends, 
honor and usefulness, virtue and religion, self-respect 
and the favor of God, fbr the sake of those vulgar but 
enticing pleasures by which the -young are so often be- 
trayed ? There is a warfare in which disoretioii is the 
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better part of Talor. Even if we gam the viotory, we 
retnm withoat honor and without praiae. " Therefore 
enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the 
way of evil men ; avoid it, pass not by it, turn from 
it, and pan away." 

The paths which lead to ruin, although they gradnally 
oonverge together and become the broad and fatal "way 
that leadeth to destmotion," are at first very Tarioos. 
The first departm'ee from virtae are yeiy slight, the 
first habits of sin seem to be in themselyes scarcely sin- 
fnl. There is some pleasant name by which they are 
called, some plaostble excuse by which they are allow- 
ed. Bat by a little pains, we can mark the principal 
Stages by which the downward progress is generally 
made. 

Firstof all, istheiRTOXiCATiiracup. With ninety- 
nine in a hundred, that is the beginning whose end is 
death. Those who begin with the strict rale of tem- 
perance) and who adhere to it, seldom throw themselyes 
away in slnfal poisaits. Generally speaking, if the 
yoang man can secore himself in this bulwark of safe- 
ty, all the enemies of his soul will bo successfully re- 
sisted* His passimiswill remain under his own con- 
trol, unless they are heated by wine, and his eye clear 
to see the things which are for his own good, unless 
clouded by tibe fumes of strong driok. But when 
he has put an enemy within his mouth to steal 
away his brains, influences which a child should 
be strong enough to resist, become too strong for him, 
and he yields both l)ody and soul to their power. He 
may think that it is yery little he has taken, but a very 
little is enough to obscure t&e judgment of a young 
head, and to peryert the desires of youthful blood. He 



Buty imagine (hat he was never more perf eotly himself 9 
his thcftighta may seem to him more thannsnaliy olear, 
his step may hare strength and baoyaney, there is just 
enoBgfa pleasant excitement to make his heart glad; 
bat in all tiiis he is prepared to say and do thingp, from 
which perfect sobriety would shrink, and of which the 
sobemesB of to-morrow's thought will be ashamed. 

Young men 1 I would warn yon from that sparkling 
eup— not only because it is a first step, which may lead 
yon, as it has led, this very year now drawing-to a dose, 
fifty thousand in our own country, to a drunkard's 
graye — ^bat I warn you from it* because even from the 
very first, it opens all the avenues of your heart, to the 
temptations under which sin is committed. There is 
scarcely a sin against which you need a warning, so 
long as the blood flows equally in healthy channels; but 
when it is quickened by the liquid fire, the power of 
temptation is increased, while the strength to resist it 
is lessened. Sin puts on allurements which do not be- 
long to it, and by whidi its deformity is coneealed. 
The quiet pleasures of a virtuous life appear tame in 
comparison, and the disordered imagination fills the 
chambers of guilt with illusions of beauty, which the 
experience of guilt will soon destroy. 

If it were, therefore, certain, that you could indulge 
yourselves with safety, so far as the danger of intem- 
perance is oonoemedt you would be exposing yourselves 
toother dangers equally as great. I appeal to you if 
this is not true. I ask yon if you have not already 
gone far enough to know its truth ? Let it be granted 
that it is impossible for you ever to become a drunkard; 
have you not already experienced that, by the daily or 
occasional use of intoxicating drink, you expose your- 
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selTeB to many bad inflaenoos, from whiohyonwoald 
otherwifle escape, and oommit many sins both in word 
and deed, which yon would otherwise avoid ? From 
what cause oome wasted time and low companionship ? 
What is it that betrays yon into extravagance and fool- 
ish debt? By what means did yon fall so easily into Sab* 
bath-breaking and profanity ? How did you learn to 
speak so tightly of religion and to langh at the scruples 
of virtaef What inflaence has brought the eacred- 
ness of if emale innocence into contempt ; and how 
has it come to pass that instead of the nobler 
ambition of yoor eurly days, yon are now so 
eager for pleasure, so greedy for excitement? Can 
you tellmef Have you thought of this? You feel 
very sure that yon will never be a drunkard ; but are 
you equally sure, that the foundation of your virtue i^ 
not already sappGd, that the springs of your moral and 
religious life are not already corrupted? Make the 
trial. Begin this day and continue for twelve months, 
the plan of strict, absolute temperapce, and jou will be 
astonished to find bow greatly the change of that one 
habit will ehange the tenor of your whole lives. You 
will have more time to yourselves; you will feel a 
greater desire of improvement ; the deformity of vice 
will appear more plainly, and the exoellenoe of virtue; 
your nobler ambition to be a useful and honored man 
vrill return ; and before many months have passed you 
will be astonished to see how far upon the road to ruin 
yon had gone, and how difficult it is* even now, to 
retrace your steps. If you doubt my words^ make a 
trial of them for your own sake. It can certainly do 
yon no harm, and if at the end of twelve months you 
find that you are neither better nor wiser for the exper- 
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iment, it will be easj to abandon it. But yoa will not 
find it BO. Make tbe experiment for twelve months, 
and if jon are capable of learning from experience, 
you will bold to it till the end of life. 

This view of the subject is yery important, and needs 
to be carefully considered. Young men are every day 
ruined from the want of perceiving it. They convince 
themselves, as there is no difficulty in doing, that there 
is no danger of their ever becoming drunkards ; and 
having done this, they excuse themselves in the habit 
of daily drinking, as if no other harm could come from 
it. A great and fatal mistake. From tlie very begin- 
ning it does harm. If it is only an occasional glass, if 
it is only the glow upon the cheek and the quickened 
pulse, produced "by indulgence in wine, At the supper 
table of a friend) it is a wrong done, an injury inflicted. 
The perceptions of virtue are made dull, the rebukes of 
a tender conscience are silenced by such a habit from 
the very first. When the hour of perfect sobriety 
comes, the young man blushes to remember the words 
spoken and the acts of freedom, of which he was guilty 
the night before. Consider this, I beg of you^ and as 
you prize an unsullied conscience, let nqt the cup of 
intoxication come near your lips. > 

But how do you know that you are so safe ? How do 
yon know that yoa can walk ia the path which leads to 
intemperance and yet never reach its end ? Who gave 
you that safe-conduct, by pow«r oi which you may go 
to the brink of ruin, and locking over gaze into that 
fiery gulf and then return uninjured? Uninjured, you 
cannot return. That is impossible. But how do you 
know that yon will return at all ? Is it because you 
are so strong — because you are always able to do what 
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X0« loj joa will do ? Men equally ttroog bave fiJleov 
and are f allingt into that rain every day. Is it beeanse 
your motives to good oondmet are ao argent on. the one 
side> and beoanse, on the other, yon oare io little lor 
the intoxicating draught tliat yon are soie 70U can 
give it up at any moment yon please? It is only the 
delusion of Satan. Trust not to it. Yoor relish lor 
that hateful cap is beooming stronger, although you 
may not know it. It may aeon become so strong as to 
be a craving of your nature. It will be not only a 
sinful habit, but a physical disease. Your resolutions 
become daily more weak, and the strong will gradually 
loses its power. The motives for good conduct may 
continue or may grow stronger as the danger inoieases; 
but what are motives, to him whose feverish blood 
craves the drink which has already set him on fire ? 
What to him are family and friends, or wife and chil- 
dren, or his own good name and self-respect, or health 
and life itaelf? What to him is the hope of Heaven 
or the fear of hell? The drink which he craves he 
must havcj and although he hates it, '* he will seek it 
agaiou" 

Look at that man whose dress betokens that he is, 
or has been, a gentleman, and whose manners show 
that he is not yet quito brutalised. He staggers in the 
street, and because you have known him in his better 
days, you take his arm and, hall supporting him, go 
with him towards his home. You hear hia maudlin 
talk and look into his lack-lustre eye, and wonder if 
that can be the same man whom you knew a few years 
ago in the pride of manhood, auccessf ul in business, 
beloved by his friends, honored by society. What mo- 
tive was wanting to keep him in the right patii ? By 
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what oompulBkn was he driven to a condition like tiiia ? 
You go on with him, for it is not far, until yon are 
near his boose; the eifeots of inebriation become 
stronger; he staggers so heavily that yon can scarcely 
support him, and when he has come to his own docNr, it 
is with difficulty he stands. The dow is opened, and 
what is it yon then* see ? Do you talk of motives now? 
It is his wife and children who come forward to receive 
him. They know the whde truth ; for it has been so, 
many times before. Hia wife is still yoong and beautiful, 
but yoQ see that her beauty, which you remember as 
it was a few years ago, is fading away under the influ- 
ence of a wife's mortification and a mother's care. His 
daughter, already^ growing into womanhood, looks 
with half wonder and half disgust^ and does what she 
is bidden to dot, to help her father. The younger chil- 
dren giU;her round, but quickly see that no caress it 
waiting for them there. And this is the drunkard's 
home. Do you talk of motives now? Do you not see 
that the habit of intemperance is like the robe with 
which Hercules was betrayed to dothe himself, and 
which he could not tear off, because it clung ta him, a 
burning and a raging fire, until be was dead? It is 
but an allegory of drunkenness, and the strong man 
who subdues the Nemean lion, is himself subdued* tlw 
victim of Intemperance. 

But let your contempt be mingled with pity for him 
whom yon left but now, in his miserable home* The 
d^ has been when, in the very agony of his spirit, he 
knelt down and prayed to God, with vows that seemed 
registered in Heaven, and with tears streaming from 
his eyes, while he promised that he would never again 
yield to temptaticn. You would have had hope for 
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him then; bat it luted a few weekly and the promUes 
were broken. Meroif nl Qod 1 who knoweet the weak- 
ness of oar nature and the deeeitfnlnea of oar hearta, 
keep as away from temptatioo; saTO as from the triids 
which may be too btrong for oar Tirtae. Ijeave as not 
to oar own devioes, but sare as with a strong hand, and 
gaide as by tby Spirit in the way of everlasting life \ 
And thoa* yoong man, trifle not with yoar own soal. 
Pray that yon may not be led into temptation. <<Iiook 
not thon npon the wine when it is red, when it giveth its 
color in the cap, when it moveth itself aright. At the 
last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder." 
But among those who hear me, are there not some 
whose minds suggest an answer to the appeal now 
made, and who, therefore, eannot feel its f oroe? It is 
yery well they may say, and it is right for yoa, as a 
minister of the Gospel, to speak in this manner and ad- 
vise as to keep out of temptation. We acknowledge 
the danger, and do not daimto be stronger than others 
who have fallen. Tou say that it is disgraoefol for a 
young man to be a daily visitor at the bar-room, and 
we have often felt it to be so. But when we first went 
there, it was not of our own seeking. It was in per^ 
formanoe of oar duty. Our employers required it of 
us, or we knew that they expected it, and there was no 
way of avoiding it. Even now, it is a part of our 
regular employment to visit euoh places. In search of 
oustomerSf or to carry them there, for the sake of 
keeping them in good humor and securing their pa- 
tronage. If, therefore, the habit grows upon us, and 
we leain to oontinae it for our own sake, we do not 
well see how to avoid it. We must either ran the ride, 
or lose our places. 
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Whatshftll we say to this? I wish that it oonld be 
denied, as a slaDder against the good name of this 
community, but it' contains too mneh tmth. I have 
known it to be tme in many instanoes. There are 
some houses, so I am credibly informed, that have a 
contingent fond to defray the expenses, incurred by 
their yonng men, in this miserable pnisnitof business. 
In others* the same thing is done in a lees systematio 
way, but quite as effectually, and there are oompara- 
^ely few in which it is absolutely forbidden. The 
young man is accounted Taluable and receives pro- 
motion, in proportion to his success in bringing cus- 
tomers, and in selling to them large bills; although it 
is perfectly well known, by what arts of persuasion it 
is accomplished. A merchant said to me a few days 
since, " if it goes on in this way^ every house wil\ need, 
not only a buying partner, and a selling partner, and a 
counting-room partner, but a drinking partner, to 
make it successful." If that were alU I would not 
complain so much. If men would do this work for 
themselves, it would only be another instance of a 
man's endangering his soul for money; but to send the 
yonng and inexperienced upon this |^d errand, is a 
wrong beyond endurance. There can be no sufficient 
excuse for it. ^If the continuance of trade requires it, 
then is trade an accursed thing* in which ne hon- 
orable man should engage. The competition which 
leads to it is unmanly, and the prosperity gained by it 
is disgrace. But we do not believe it. We confidently 
deny the necessity of resorting to such means, under 
any circumstances. Every respectable merchant should 
positively prohibit their use ; and every rcFpeetable 
young man should positively refuse to be made the in- 
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itromant of pandering to the Tioes ot oUien, at Uie 
risk of his own virtae. Sonto temporary low may be 
incurred, by adhering to indi principles; bot any loss 
is better than that of sell-respeot Pardon me if I 
speak too plainly» and ** he that hath ears to heart let 
him hear." 

Another way to min is found in the violution of the 
Lord's daiy. I spoke, last week, of the wasted Sunday 
as a hindranoe to self -improTement. I speak of it now 
as a sin, the conseqnenoes of which are roinons to the 
soul. 

I am not what is commonly called a strict Sabbata- 
rian. My ideas ooneeniing the Lord's day are nei- 
ther Jewish nor PuriUn. "The Sabbath was made 
for man, not man for ihe Sabbath." Its snpentitioiui 
obserranoe either by the individual or by a eonmnnity 
is not to be deeired. Yet I have no doubt th*t the day 
was intended to be held saored from the common nses 
of the week. If we are disposed to doubt this, expe- 
rience andobsavation will proTc it. If yon devote It 
to your ordinary occupations, as a working day* or to 
the pursuit of pleaaare, as a holyday, it wUl become to 
you a frequent ocoasioii of sin* and both your mind 
and your ehaneter wUl suffi^r. This is partly because 
we need the refreshment of occasional rest from our 
ordinary pursuits, and one day in seven is not too much. 
It is needed equally by the mind and the body. Our 
affections need it to prcTcnt their beoomlhg dull or 
morbid; the judgment is more healthy and the 
thoughts more clear by a respite from labor. The 
eagerness of social ambition is restrained, and the oom- 
parative value of the different objects of puisuit, more 
Justly discerned. 
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This IB the ordintfy infliieiioe of the Lard's day, oon- 
sidered as a day of rest from our oommon labors, and 
without regard to its rdigiovs uses. Kor is there a 
oommimity o& the face of the earth which needs its 
restorative inflnenoe more than our own. I have some* 
times thought, that if it were not for the Sabbath day, 
upon which we stop working, from motiTCS of respecta- 
bility if from no other, one half of us would go crasy, 
through the restless eagerness of our industry. In the 
breathing time which Sunday gives, we recover the ex- 
hausted strength, and return to our work with a 
spirit somewhat chastened, and more free from un- 
healthy ezeitement. As business men, therefore^ 
we lose nothing, but gain a great deal, by turn- 
ing away from ordinary pursuits and resting from 
them, one day in seven. There is no command of 
God's revealed wbrd^ which receives a more perfect 
confirmation from our own experience, than this : ''Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

If yon will consider it as giving time and opportu- 
nity for religious improvement, its importance still 
more fully appears. It is the time for meditation, for 
serious reading and for prayer. I do not mean that 
everyhonr of it must be so used, but that this use of 
the day should be prominent in our thoughts. None 
of us can safely dispense with it. Our religions pro- 
gress will be slow and our estrangement from God 
will become greater^vexy day, unless some portion of 
the Sunday is regularly given to its Yeligbus uses. The 
young person who neglects these, has no reason to be 
surprised to find himself becoming more and more ir- 
religious. If he sets any value upon religion, ' if he 
does not wish to free himself altogether from the re- 
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straints whioh religion iippoMe, if he does not wish to 
make complete Bhipwreck of h\a rdigions hopes, then 
let him (pve a part of the Lord'H "Day to the honse of 
prayer, a part of it to his Bible, and a part to serioofl 
refleetion. Thi? is not asking too much; it may seem 
too much, to those who have no higher object in life 
than to eat, drink, and be merry; but not to those who 
have any nobleness of character left* nor to those who 
believe that onr chief duty here, is to prepare onrselrcs 
for the f atnre. 

The profanation of the Lord's day to the purposes of 
amusement, seems almost to bring a special judgment 
upon those who are guilty of it. I do not mean by 
any outward punishment, but by the injury dooe to 
themselves, in their own moral and religiovs life. It 
generally precedes, if it does not mark, the declino of 
virtue and the growth of immoraltty. We may well 
be surprised at the extent to which this is true, until 
we look at the infloences to which such a use of the 
day generally exposes us. It brings us into low asso- 
ciations. Sunday amusements are generally of a vul- 
gar kind, and must be enjoyed, if at all, in vulgar 
companionship. Those who are seeking for a better 
respectability will not join in Them. They are kept 
away by regard to their reputation, if not by hif^her 
principles. If we seek them^ therefore, our associates 
must be those who ve more likely to relish vice than 
virtue, and whose influence upon us will be of the 
worst kind. The influences of the day^ instead of be- 
ing the best, become the most pemioious of the whole 
week; instead of being consecrated to God, it is made 
the occasion of sin. We have no reason* therefore, 
to wonder at the evil result By familiarity with 
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Tttlgar eosqfss, by friendship with yolgar anodates, hj 
separatiiig ourselves from refined and religious society, 
we may go downward just as rapidly as we.please. 

Thus it is, that what is called Sabbath-breaking be- 
comes so great a sin. Thus, it often becomes ^he in- 
troduction to every vice, and to many young persons 
is the first step towards their ruin. It places them in 
a positiim where all the "fiery darts of Che wicked" 
reach them. You may call the observance of the Lord's 
day a ritual , observance, if you please, but it is in- 
separable from religion itself. It is inseparable from 
morality. If you neglect it, if you become a confirm- 
ed Sabbath-breaker, turning your feet away from the 
house of God, find devoting its hours to pleasure-seek- 
ing, your pleasures will soon become dissipation ; even 
your respectability will be on the wane ; your ideas of 
right and wrong will be more and more unsettled, and 
your soul itself is lost. I commend it, therefore, 
young men, to your serious ocmsideration. Do not set 
it aside as a mere usage, which in itself is neither right 
nor wrong. Use it well, and it will become to you in- 
deed the Lord's day^ diffusing through the whole week 
a sanctifying influence, making your whole lives an 
acceptable service to Him. If you waste it or profane 
it, no one can measure the extent of the evil which may 
follow. Upon the Sabbath, therefore, even above all 
other days, remember *' not to enter into the path of 
the wicked, not to go in the way of eyil men. Avoid 
It, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away." 

Among the evil habits by which many young men 
are ruined, we must mention the Hn «/ gambling, — 
It is a subject upon which I have had almost no oppor- 
tunity of observation. I must speak of it, therefore. 



with diAdMiMy beoBuse, so far as fads ar« ooDoeniod, 
my knowledge goes bat litUe waj. Bat I am told hy 
others, that the evil to whieh we now refer exists among 
oa, to a great extent. I am told that it is a common 
habit among yoong men, both upon a small and a large 
scale. Occasionally I bear of those who lose more 
money in this way than they can afford ; and at longer 
interralsf some more marked instance comes before as, 
with a noUviety which ends in infamy, of those who 
haye been betrayed by the gaming table, into dishon- 
esty towards their employers and into their own rain. 
We also hear sometimes, bat are almost onable to be- 
lieve it, that among the most respectable and inflaen- 
tial men, gambling is a usage, and that those who, by 
their position in society, onght to set an example of the 
strictest morality, are exciting hereby a fatal inflaence. 
For soch things, altboagh they may be done in a cor. 
ner, are sure to go abroad. They become a part of onr 
moral atmosphere. It is breathed by the young nMin, 
whose principles are yet but imperfectly formed, and 
taints hiB moral natore. The necessity of virtue seems 
less urgent, the hideonsness of vice becomes less hate- 
ful. Tho reeponsibilify which rests upon those who 
stand at the head of society, by whatever cause they 
are placed there, cannot be exaggerated. They would 
do well to consider it more maturely. If not for their 
own sake, then for the sake of those who look to them 
as an example, and in whose eyes they are making 
wickedness respectable, they should discountenance 
this, as well as every other form of social iniquity. 

But our business at present is with ^e yoang them- 
selves; with those whose visits to the gambling table 
have, as yet been f ew^ jmd who have not yet experieno- 
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oed its wont influenoe. If the habit to already oonflna- 
ed^ th^ are probably beyond the reaoh of oar infla- 
enoe; for of all einf nl habita, there is none whose en- 
tioemente are eo alluring to tiioee who have taken the 
firrt step, none which Mnds around iti Totary, oorda 
more dUBonlt to be broken. We address onrselTee also 
to those, by whom the first step has not yet been taken. 
Upon themt ehiefly, an Inflnenoe may be exerted. With 
all the earnestness we are capable of vdng, w« implore 
them to keep away fkom the gaming table. As th^ 
love their soolst as they Talae their peaoe of mind^ yes^ 
as they prise their common req^eotability in the world, 
let them keep away. 

The etils of gamblfaig are m many^ that I scarcely 
know how to ennmerate them. First, and nnaTddaUy, 
it leads the yoong man into the worst of company.—- 
The game of chance is a c<Hnplete leveler. Eor a time 
tiiere may be a vain effort of ezdnsiTeness, bnt it will 
not continue long. Very sooh he is npon terms of inti- 
macy with those whom he deepises. and who despise or 
hate him in return. Agamt from thovery itrBt« an on- 
healtfay excitement is prodnoed, not so much an ex. 
oitement, as a f STcr of the mind. It often grows to a 
delirium, under wMoh all self-contaKd is lost, an intox. 
ieation worse than that of dnmkennea itself. It is at 
such times that one is betrayed into dishonesty, when 
he stakes upon the torn of a card, money which he 
mvst dishonestly steal* before he can honorably pay«— 
He scarcely knows what he is doing; when it is done, 
he is as mvoh astonished as we are to hear of it; bnt 
it is then too late. A step taken npon thatread, is fol- 
lowed hy another and another, uitil diseorery and rain 
erertakehim* 
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To Hm Ug^€r at the gaming table, the iatpxfeating 
enp fa ftlwajs ttrnde ml ad jimot of the t^t md thus 
one UmpMsm ia iaer^asedlij the other. Theeonfinned 
gtmUer, indeed^ ia ahaewd «boii|^ to keep himaelf ao- 
her. If he driqka freely, it la'beeMiae he haa invred 
himaelf hj long habit, ao that he does not feel ita in- 
flnenoe; hat generally, he takea only enough to lead 
otheia h^yond thek depth. A ooailmed gamUer, 
therefore, iaaeldom a dno^kard. Bat with the tyro it ia 
quite diffSorent. He laefca nerre for his new employ- 
ment. He feela alittle ashamed of himaelf; he iaaot- 
ing a part whidi he ia not oaed to; he feela timid and 
hesitatea; and for all aaoh feelings, wine is a paaaeea; 
cr hy aome heyerage more ingenioody oonttired, he ia 
aoon hrooi^t to a degreeof aelf-coniidenoe whidi makaa 
him feel qnite at home. Bxm great doea the peril now 
beeome ! fie goea downward at an inoreaaing paee.^- 
later in the e?«Bing, he retoma homeward with a fe- 
Terldi bnln, bat with~a heart already heaty aa lead, 
and en the monow, eoiaea the day on which he was 
bom. 

Again, the habit of gambling, whether on a large or 
small aoale, derelops the wont feelings of a man'a na- 
iore. It makea him oold and aelfish, and distroatfol. 
Heleamatohatethoae whom heoalla hia fiienda, for 
their gain ia oontinnidly hia own leas. He regards them 
with aaspioion, aeeoses them of nnhdmeai, thinks diat 
they are ov«>reaoh]ng him and endeavors to orer^reaeh 
them in retain. Under soeh a disoipline all frankness 
of oharaeter girea way; all serapolonanaBof oonsdenee 
diaappMfB ; mean and trieky aabterf ogee are resorted 
to, andeaeh one beeomea gaUty of that, of whioh he 
aaapeots the other. A great deal is said aboot debts of 
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]ion«r> bat tho principal debt is tbftt fBonrred in one's 
own Boal by the loes of honor itself. 

p'The purcTuue of lottery Hcketa is one of the wont 
speoieB of gambling which any man or woman ever 
engaged in. It has all the temptations and excite 
mentBj and ofTeis more indnoemenis than the Faro Bank 
or the Boolette Table. There are but few persons who 
have engaged in the purchase of lottery tickets that ha'VB 
not continued to pursue it, and with many it becomes a 
passion as fearful as any in the catalogue. It is tonpt- 
ing; because it requires but a small sum to ocHumencei 
and the drawing of one or two numbers is suffioieiit to 
lure the yUstim on. The excitement is greats from the 
ttnooat of gain in prospect, and the duration of the 
mqwnse. At the gaming table, the money is down, 
tiie stake must bear some propectioa to the. amount to be 
won, and a few turns of the cards, or throws of the dice, 
decide it. But not soin this lotteiy business. A dollar, 
or a few dollars, invested in lotteiry tidcets, will, if aoo- 
• cssfu l, enrich the holder with as many or more thou- 
sands. From the moment of the puiohase until the an- 
nouncement of the result of the drawing, he or she, as 
the case may be, lives in a state of painful and improper 
exdtement. At one moment, golden -visions dance b»- 
fore the distempered brain, and fancy picturoB the pos- 
session of thousands ,* ^e next, all is lost, and the holder 
U the victim of every species of ill-fate and misfortune. 

There are two daases of the ccnnmunity who are pe- 
culiarly Susceptible to the influence of this evil exdte- 
ment, and upon whom the reports of special good fortune, 
on the part c^ a f ew^ are calculated to have a most pern^ 
ciouB inflnenee. They are the young and females. They 
are both desirous of the enjoyment of wealth, indepen- 
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dtnoe, and fortanes. Thfly ore sosoeptible of the infla- 
eiiMWluohsaoh reports oany with them. Thej dm see 
no reawm why they may not be as lucky as anybody 
ebe, and,onoe in the vortex, they are mined. A failnn^ 
or partial sacoess, bat IndnoeB farther trials ; and thoa 
they go on, step by step, nntil thdr money is ezhansted, 
their honor and everything saetifioed^ to a deprayed and 
nnreasooaUe passlcn."*} 

In what I am now saying, I again aeknowledge that 
I ipaak from theory more than from obeenration. In 
theae departments of lif e, my opportonities of obaerv. 
taig are Tery smalL Bat the little I have seen, inter- 
preted under the general prindples of human nature, 
juatifiee all that haa been said. If ao, my appoal eannot 
be too earnestly made. Keep away inin the gambling 
table. Nay, keep away from the i^aoea where it is 
spread. Do not by your presence there give oounten- 
anoe to that great iniquity. Do>not, for the sake of a 
transient pleasure, suffer your name to be enrolled 
among those who are guilty of this sin. Eren if you 
refrain from it yourself, you an giving your patronage 
to those who live by it, and you are thereby committing 
a grave and serious offence against society. Do not an- 
•wer thai yon must have some amusement It is notso 
needftd, that you must commit sin or endanger your 
virtue in its pursuit. Let your hearts be set upon 
aomething better than amusement, upon self improve- 
ment anda useAil life, and you will And ways of re- 



* The alMTt eztraet i« U1t«ii fMm the leading Editorial of the 
8t, Lovis Sepubliean, Nor. 20, and is here introdaeed, although 
aot in the Leetare ddiveiad, aa iadifpeneable to fha miljeet dia- 
oaiaed. 
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creation without enteriDg " upon the path of the wiofe> 
ed, or going in the way of eTil men." 

My time i^ already more than ezhansted^ and with it 
my own strength, and I lear your patience. Yet there 
is one other topie upon which I must speak, hef or dos- 
ing. It is a subject the most difficult of all, requiring 
at the same time plainness and delicacy in its ^eatment. 
I must trust to your own thoughts to supply my defi- 
ciency ; and to your own love of Tirtue* that a right di- 
rection to your thoughts may be given. 

'* So dMr to Heavon is taintty ohastitt, 
That, wben a mqI is foimd liaeeroly lo, 
A thoQtand liToried angeli laokey her, 
SriTiag fax off each thing of tin and guilt ; 

But "whax luit. 

By QBchaste looks, lootM gestures, and foul talk. 
But most ky levd and lavish aot of sin, 
Leta iu deltlement to the inwaird parts. 
The soul grows olotted by ooutagiou, 
Embodies and imbrutea, till she quite lose 
The divine property of her Urst being." 

When speaking upon the same snbjeet, Solomon asks 
'' can a man take fire in his bosom and his clothes not 
be burnt ? can one go upon hot coals and his feet not 
be burnt?" Again, the apostle Paul says, "know ye 
not that your bodies are the members of Christ ? Bhall 
I then take the members of Christ, and make them the 
members of a harlot? God forbid ! What, know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which 
is in you, which ye hare of God, and ye are not your 
own ? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God is h<dy; which tem- 
ple ye are." In hearing such words we feel that our 
bodies are sacred, and that we have no right to profane 




them l^ tbe defUeawnt of sin. We ahoald avDid i»- 
pority of thought and of aotion, as we KWiAA oootagioD 
and deaths Ho grave lor the sonl oan he dug so deep* 
aa that in which it ii horied l^ lioentioiisiMfli. 

Of an the iniiiieiiofle in sooiety, ealcnlated to purify 
and elevate man's dharaeter, tiiat of virtnoui and well 
educated women is perhaps the stnmgeBt From the 
hallowed predncts of the domeetio ciiole, it drives away 
an dnf Ql pleasme; in the interootoie of soeial life, it 
makes virtue attnctive and isn hatef nL It tooohei 
the soul to its gentler issoes, and hestows a grace upon 
whatever is noUe in human life. An essential part of 
the edacation of a young man is in wommi's society. 
He needs it as nmoh as he needs the education of books, 
and its neglect is equally pernicious. Every one knows 
that it is a good trait in a yonfig man, to be fond of la- 
dies' society. I do not mean, to become what is techni- 
cally called a ladles' man, which is very frequently 
another term for foppishness, and eflbminacy, and bir 
wbidi mariy make themselves objects of just contempt; 
hat we mean that he whe tan enjoy the reined pleas- 
ure, which comes from female sociely, is not likely to 
enjoy himself in the haunts of dissipation. 

But in proportion as she exerts a good and purifying 
influence, when well eduAted and virtuous, her Inflit* 
enoe becomes pernicious, if her diaraeter is perverted. 
Wh^ frivolous or heartless, she turns many from 
good; when wicked« she ia the most suoeeafful miuis- 
tsr of ruin. The best thingi perverted, become 
the wovst. Take from the air we breathe, one 
of its component parts, and a sinn^e breath of it causes 
death. Take from woman's character her love and 
practice of virtue, and her presence b^mtis death to 




tlM Mvl. H« wlio betrayi hw from htx insoeenoe, if 
not iMi bMefal in the ey« of €k)dy than the gerpnt 
who faroaght Bin bito Pttnidite. He who Is upon terms 
of Irienddlip with hor, after ihe is betejed, imlett 
for the pwpMeof reetoriiig her to yirtae, ithelpnghet 
to eink lower in hear degradatloii^ and hivaeil goes 
down with her> to the gatee of helL 

How doee inoh an one daze to eome from the aoe&ai 
of inigiilty^ to the sooiety of the pore aad good. How 
doee he dtf e to tondh the haifd of her whose fiiee ex* 
presses the beanty of innoeence? As when Sabn stood 
among the sons of God, we ssy to hiva, ** whence ocnt- 
eet thon/^ and what place have you here? His own 
sense of diame shoold keep him away j or if he oomes 
he shoiid he dziven away withsoom. I know that it 
is in part woman's own fault, for very often when she 
knows foil well, whenoe he oomethi she welcomes him 
with smilesi hat in doing so she is a traitor to her own 
sex, and stains her own polity. It is ^graceful to so- 
ciety that men, fbr whose description evexy English 
word is too vulgar, and oyer whose condnota veil is 
thrown Vy calling them ^'roaes," should be admitted 
even in the highest ejrolee t^ton equal terms, yes, and 
often upon better terms* than honest and honorable 
men. 

Young men I I would speak to yen upon this sub- 
ject, even more eanestly, if I dared. I commend it to 
your own thoughts. He who loses his respect for 
woman and his veneration for woman's virtue, is sink- 
ing very fast; he is travding very rapidly towards 
ruin. I appeal to each one of you, therefore, l^ the 
love which you bear to your own mother, or l^ the 
saoredness of her memoiy; by the tender affootion 




wbieh jaaHtl lor your own shten, and bjtfaeindigiift- 
tkn wbieh would flll yom hearts, if any one were to 
apiiroaoh them with an impare word 0]Mo(A; I appeal 
I to yon hy the reepeet whioh yon cannot help feeling 
I for the innooence and purity of womanhood ; to keep 
your own purity of ehaiaoter and to avoid this worst 
contaroin ation of rin* 

AlaSy how many are the dangers that thsealen yon ! 
What watohfalness, what energy of porpose do yon 
need : The groond upon which yoa atand is enehanteAi 
Perils and snares are aroond you. 

BewftM of «U, guard erery put. 
But mofty flw tndttr la your hMrtb 

''Wherewithal shall the yoong man dieanse his way ? 
by taking heed thereto, accordiDg to Thy word. Enter 
not into the path of the wioked, and go not in the way 
of evil men. Ayoid it; pass not by it : torn from it, 
and pass away." 
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And when hfl oftme to hiniMlf , he m14, I wiU urife and ge to 
B17 r»tiier» nad will My onto him, Father I hare tinned •cainat 
HeaTen and before thee. And he acoM and eame to hit Father* 
—Luke zt : 1^ 30. 



From my ohoioe of these words^ as a text» it migbt 
SAtuzBlly be sapposed that I intend to ipeak only of 
those, who haye wandered far from the right path> 
and whose danger is already Imminent* The young 
man in the parable " went to a far ooontry/' hj which 
is indicated the degree of his iniquity ; his living was 
quite wasted, and all Us means of self -sapport quite 
gone, before he eame to himself. Then, when his 
nnwcffthinesB was complete, and th«re was no other to 
whom he ooold torn, he said, '' I will arise and go to 
my father;" searoely, hoping indeed to be reoeived, 
bat having no other hope to save him from despair* 

How perfeotiy tme to nature, when aU other 
friends deserted him, that he turns himself to the 
home of his childhood, seeking ft>r|^venea first from 
those whom he haa most injured. It is the father's 
honse and the mother's love, to whibh we turn as 
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A mre liaTen of TC0t, wbm the world treats ub 
vnkiiidly. It b there that we are most euro to 
find aeoeptanoey howerer great our Ul-desert. Al- 
thoDgh sinful and degraded; friendless and outcast, 
we are sore of a welcome there. Nor is there a pang, 
which the world's wont trsatment can iofiiot, so severe 
as this thooghtf that in spite of all our errors, in spite 
of all onr ingratitode. In spite of all oar heartless die- 
obedienoe, a welcome is ready for us there, whenever 
we will reton; that a fOnd mother will find excuses 
for us through the greatness U her love, and hope for 
us through the greatness of her f Mtb; that the lather, 
although he may seem more stem, is ready, whenever 
he sees usretnnlng^ tocomeout andmeetthepenitaity 
'to f^ upon his neck and kiss him." Such is a parent's 
love ; so great is a parent's forbearance. If it had not 
been for his oonfldence in this, must there not have been 
tjmes when the weight of his sins would have crushed 
the prodigal; when the degree d his unworthiness 
would have driven him to despair? Buttheiemem- 
brance of that love which no ill-desert eoqld estrange, 
awakened hope for himself, and diew him back again 
to the paths of viztue. 

How Iweeioas, therefore, to our souls, should be that 
gospel, which rereals the Auhqhtt God, whom 
we have offtoded, as the father who Is in Heaven I 
What hopes are ezdted by that word, while at the 
same time, the greatness of our sin is made more fully 
to appeir! Vor, in proportion to the long-suffering of 
those whom we offend, is our wickedness in offending 
them. But still that precious hope retnnis, and if He 
whom we have ebiefiy offimded is most ready to forgive, 
we will yet arise and ge to our Father axui say unto 



bim, "Father we have sinned H>^init HMTtn and be- 
fore Thee.^ 

Bat need we wait until we ha^e wandered 00 (ai? 
May we not feel the troth of all I have aaidf even when 
our stepe have gone hat a little way fnm the Father's 
hooae? Most we wait until the sool is buried under tin 
before we attempt to rise from it? Most he who feels 
the power of disease taking hold npon him, wut mitil 
the whole body is eompted and the strength nearly 
gone* before he appeals to the physician? What then 
most be the conseqaenee, bat fatal disease and death? 
If I nnderstand the soriptoresi saltation is needed by 
those who have gone bat a little way in sin, as well as 
by those who are leaehing its farthest limit. The 
peril may not seem to be as great, bat the saving power 
is equally needed. In both cases, the principle of life 
is wrong and a radical change is therefore reqoired. 

The weeds which are springhig np in a caltivated 
garden may seem to be insignificant, and a few mo* 
ments' care woold remove them; bat small as they 
BOW are, tiiey contain already the elements of misdiief • 
Qive them time to grow,and it Is all they need. Their 
roots strike deeper* they gather to their own pemidoas 
08^ the strength of the soil ; ihey grow np rapidly, 
overshadowing and stunting the growth of the wor* 
thier plant, and coming to an early maturity, they scat- 
ter the seeds of inoreasiag misdiief . ^e wind dis- 
perses them abroad, until, in a few years* the whole 
garden has lost its fruitfulness, and the neighboring 
fields are also ruined. Then, if yon would eradicate 
those weeds, which a year ago were so insignificant) 
you must strike the-plow deep, and turn their roots up 
to the light of Heaven ; and yean of patient industry 
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will be needed before yod rid yoonelyee of the erU. Ii 
it not better to poll them up when they are but few 
and their hold upon the eoil feeUe? They are evil 
now, is it not better to prerent them from beoondng 
the pai«nt of greater eTU? Bat remember that 
whenever yoa take them in hand, precisely the 
eame proeees ia needed for their effieotnal remo- 
TaL ¥oa may poll them up as with your fingers, or 
the ploaghahare may be required tot the work; bat, in 
either ease, they most be palled up. To trample upon 
fliem or to oat them down will not do; tiie root is still 
there, and will spring ap again. To scatter good seed 
among them is not enoogh; for there is danger that the 
weeds will grow np fastest, and "ehoke the good 
seed,^' even as it has been from the bej^nning. It 
may be only the dn of oooasioaal Sabbath-breaking; it 
may be only that slight degree of dissipation which 
is softened l^ the name of wildness or yoathf al folly; 
it may be only the habit of prof tmity, by which no 
great harm is intended, and of which, although we may 
acknowledge that it is a proof of bad manners, we 
are not willing to acknowledge that it is an evidence of 
a bad heart; or it may be any other of those thoosand 
fonns in which sin makes its first entrance into the on- 
guarded heart; but the senteiice is still the same — ^they 
most be rooted out« they most be pulled up from the 
soil, if we would secure our safety. That little fire 
which sin is kindling in the soul, may at first seem 
only io diffuse a gentle warmth and to bestow upon all 
the faculties an increased vigor; but see to it, or it will 
beoome a raging and tormenting fiame, consuming 
even your desire of goodness. It is better to put it 
out. Extinguish it while you can. It is an easy work 
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now, bat by and by nothing bat the miracleii ol Ckjd'fl 
love oan enable yon to aooomplidi it. 

There is something very pleasant, Texy eneoaraging 
in the scriptaral expression, <^when he came to him* 
self." It recognises the fact that there is a better na- 
ture within us than that which sin deyelops. We are 
not wholly of the earth, a part is also from Heaven; 
as it is written, " Qod created man and made liim in 
his own image." It is true, that by oar own sinfol- 
ness, and throagh the wicked inventions of the world. 
His image is partially efGieed, or covered over by so 
thick a veil of the earth's pollations, that it is. scarcely 
discerned; bat yet it remains there, never completely 
lost, never hidden beyond the hope of being again re* 
stored. That heavenly image is the better self. It is 
of God, yet it is oar own. By virtue of it, we claim 
idliance with Qod, and brotherhood with Christ. If 
it were utterly lost, salvation would be impossible. 
The greatest sinner whom Christ ever redeemed, 
wben he arises from the dea<Uy sleep and awakens 
to righteousness, does bat come to hims^. In 
the farthest land, destitute and hungry, feeding 
the swine which belong to a stranger, desiring 
to share with them in their food, friendless and utterly 
degraded, he says, I will arise; he comes to himself, 
and at the same time looks upward to his God* We 
know how deadly are the ans of which the human soul 
is capable. We know how fearful its wickedness be- 
comes. We know its waywardness, its ingratitude, its 
rebellion against God. But we thank God that there is 
still a better self to which the sinner may return. 
man, my brother, in the very hopelessness of iniquity 
does not that thought bring hope? Thou art not all de- 
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buedj abaa art not jet utterly depraved ; aeanred and 
disfigaxed, ehanged from all the beauty whidi was 
ODoe thine own, sometfaitti; of the dlvliie lineaments 
yet remain In thy ecml. There is yet a better self.— 
Betum to it; in the strength which God will ^ve, if 
yon ask him--My, ''I wUl arise and go to my Father." 

Bat, we again ask, why slKmld we wait until the 
boar ol extreme want, before we return to the Father's 
house? why should we wait until our best albotionsare 
searedf.and the parity of our souls quite lost, and our car- 
pAoity for improvement impidredi before we recognise 
ourtruegood? IK) we need that the lesqpn should be so ser 
▼erely taught, before we will learn it? Should it not be 
enough to know that the road leads in a wrong direo- 
tion, to induce us to leave It? Must we go to the vexy 
end, and only when ruin stares us in tiie face, be wil- 
ling to retraoe our steps ? Then we shall return, if at 
all, way* worn and haggard, weary of the world, woun- 
ded in the ooniliot with sin» with hearts so full of sad- 
ness that we can searoely find room for rejoidng, and 
even the hope of Qod's merqr will be mingled witb 
fears. Now we are diooring the direction of life, and 
it requires only one strong resolution, one earnest pray- 
er, to make the direction right. Or if we have already 
gone a little way in the ?rrong path, the ^gor of youth 
and the strength of manhood remain,and althoughjsome 
time has been lost, we may yet redeem it; although 
some stain has been brought upon our souls, the tears 
of repentance will quickly wash it ofT, and we shall be 
restored to self -respect and virtue. 

Conner this^ young men^ and ponder these words 
with care. If I appeal to you so earnestly, it is not be- 
cause I suppose that you have already reached that far 
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oonntry el deadly f&n. and remone, bat that yoa may 
save yomselves from it. 

I would show you that this floweiy path, ia which yon 
are walking, is wrong in its diieotion, although pleas- 
ant for the time. Is there not a struggle already 
going on in your hearts, between the higher and lower 
pcinoiples of your nature ? |t is the great oonfliet, the 
struggle of life and death. Let the whole energy of a 
strong will be thrown into it, and the viotory wDl be 
forQod and your own souls. Wait not until evil has 
beeome the habit of your liveSf a seoond nature scaroe- 
Ijr to be changed ; but preTent the formation of sinful 
habits, now while it can be so easily done. Keep your- 
selves from bad influences, surround youxselves with 
the safeguards of vutue. It is often better to avoid 
temptation than to oyeroome it. The sight of evil 
sometimes leaves in the mind thoughts and images, 
which are better not to be there. It is for this reason 
that I speak so earnestly, as if it were, as I believe It' 
is, a matter of infinite moment. Bzperienee and ob- 
iervation both toll us, that the elements of the same 
nature are in us all. He that has gone furthest from 
his G(od went, one step at a time^ as perhaps we are 
going now. The lowest degradation of the worst man 
living, is only the result of the same wayward ten- 
dencies, to which we are perhaps sometimes yielding; 
of the same bad passii^s, which we perhaps sometimes 
indulge. I know that the evil has not yet come in its 
full force, but honestly speakingf do we nat discern its 
possibility? Have we not had enough experience of 
evil in our own hearts, have we not actually done^ 
enough in our own lives, to justify the fear of its in- 
definite inerease ? What then is the course of wisdom? 
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Is U not toftop now, while it is easy to stop ? Is U not 
to change the direction of life, before life itself is al- 
most wasted? 

A mistake is often made in thinking of salvation as 
something which belongs to the future world alone, 
and not at all to the present. life is represented as if 
it were only a preparatiou for that beyond the grave* 
We f (ffget that it has its own absolute duties. It should 
have in itself a completeness; it should be in itself a 
service of God. We have a work to do for ourselves, 
for each other, and for the glory of God, which must 
be done here. Even if we were sure of ultimate saL* 
vation, the neglect of this present work is a great evil 
and a great sin. It is a wrong committed against God, 
against humanityt against our own souls. Even if we 
escape from its worst consequences, by repentance be- 
fore we die, it is a wrong in itself, which it is the part 
of wisdom to avoid. I shall ask yon* therefore, in 
what remains of my present discourse, to look at the 
duties of life from this point of view. Let us eonsid- 
er our life here, not as being only a preparation for 
the future, but as being something in itself. Its du- 
ties, its relations, its joys and sorrows, its virtues and 
sins, are a present reality. To do our part here well 
and manfully, is something worth doing. As, there- 
fore, with reference to the future life and to the great 
salvation, we speak of the ''means of grace," by which 
redemption is obtained; so with reference to the pres- 
ent life, we speak of the means of improvement, the 
human safeguards of vii^tue. These must be used, if 
we would make the best of our own faculties and of 
life itself. We must exercise good sense in our plans 
of lif Of and place ourselves under the influences which 
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favor goodnen and diBoourage^in* Some of these ixi- 
flaences we shall vgw oondder. 

The fint oondition of good healih, ia to breathe a 
good atmoaphere. If with every breath the seedi of 
difleaae are brought to the longs or the heart, the body 
will soon show the baneful effeet, in the leas of its 
vigor and strength. The inflnenoe Biay be very sab- 
tloy bnt it is all the more irresbible. 80 in the forma- 
tion of character — ^for the preservation of health to 
themindandtheaifeotioDs, to maintain the purity of 
onr moral nature, the moral atmosphere most be pore. 
The asBodations into which we are daily broo^t, must 
be favorable to virtue. The society in which we daily 
live, must be of a kind to elevate the character. 

It is an old proverb, that "a man is known by the 
eampanifhe keej^t," This is true, for two reasons 
first* because, as like seeks like, our real tendencies 
are diown by the sort of company we enjoy. If it is 
vulgar and dissipated, our seeking It proves that we 
have a relish for vulgarity and dissipation. The man 
of pure feeling and refined taste does not feel at home 
in such companionship; it gives him no pleasure and 
he avoids it^ as he would avoid anything else disagree- 
able. When, therefore, we See a person frequently in 
such company, it is a fair and just inference that he is 
there because he likes it, and therefore that he is him- 
self of the same sort. The proverb is true for another 
reason. A man is known by the company he keeps* 
because however different fh>m it he may be at first, he 
will gradually become like it, almost whether he will 
or no. yfe are moulded by the aocltty in whi4i we 
live, more than by any other influence. It Is the at- 
mosphere by which we are surrounded, it is the breath 
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wli^ fOBtains Uf e iMf . Tlie good man, ulio goet 
ftmong the wicked for Uie psTpoee oi iBBtnioliaig and 
redaindftg them to the path of ▼irtne* needs ta be esre- 
foly leat his own motral BAtore heoome tainled by flie 
oontaet. Svea in hie endeaTon to cure fhem^ sa aome- 
times wiiUi the physiolan who ^nrea disease^ while he 
la engaged in his work of men^ the contagion may 
iieaoh his own heart S?en nndev sneh eirenmstaneeSy 
we need the diiinf eotant of (}od'B graoe to seenre ns 
from evil. But when we enter into wicked dt irreli- 
gloos Bodety lor the sake ofitBoompanionship; when 
we seek oar friends there lb the enjoyment of sodal hi- 
teraoorse; however pore we may be at onr entranee^ 
onr doom is already sealed, and the loMof lanooenee 
and Tirtne is the nnavi^Uable resolt* 

How ean we retain oar veneration for God and for his 
gloiioas majesty, if oar ears are ereiy moment fliied 
with the profanation of His name? Eow can we think of 
Christ as oar redeemeri when the name of Jesos is a by- 
word,eoopted with every stale jest, and bandied aboa^ is 
anger or in aport, by those whom lie died to s«re? How 
ean we keep any saeredneai of thoaghti any reqieet 
for religion— the strong hope of Heaven or the fear of 
hell— if eveiything saored is made the sabjeot of ridi- 
eale, or spdien of with careless contempt, hy thoae 
with whom we have the dftily intereoorse of f riand- 
ship? How can we ke^ before as the necessity of 
virtoe, the infinito valoe oi the soul, the infinito evil 
of tin, if we are daily living among those who sofiiBr 
no seniples of virtae to interfere with their pleasores, 
and who can always find an excose for sin if it is pref- 
itable? Let y oar own obaervatitm of the world, let 
year own experieoce o| life, answer. The instances 
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are so few, where young men haye plaoed tbemaelvei 
under the inflaenoe of bad oompanionBhip and eeoaped 
its contamination, that thej toareely need to be eonsid* 
ered. They are exceptions to a rale whieh is almost 
nnivena^ The young man may dee^?e himself. At 
fint, he may suppose that his prineiples are not oor* 
rapted ; that he enjoys the oompanionahip, its langhtev 
and its fun, without partaking of its evil spirit. He 
may ilatter himself that the evil whieh he hears and 
seesy only makes him love yirtae more; bat he is only 
deodviag himrelf • When the Apostle Paul speaks ol 
wicked men and their sins, he tkns desoribes them: 
''Who not only do sooh things, bat have pleasore in 
them that do them." To take pleasore in the oompan7 
of the wicked, is bat one step from being wicked oar- 
selves. As a natural and almost inevitable oonse* 
qaenoe, the word of blasphemy will soon oome from 
oar own lips; the cap of intoxication will soon be in 
oar own hands; the oards and the diee will bring the 
fever to oar hearts, and the paths of dlsBipaUon will 
become as familiar to oar f eetj^ as they are to those o| 
oar companions. Is not this the natural result? Ae- 
oordmg to the laws of the human ndnd, by the natural 
working of oar ailectioQS, ought we not to expect it? 
Is it not the aetaal result, d which your own observa- 
tioo oould bring an hundred proofii, and to which your 
own experience is perhaps adding one proof more ? 

We again say that the society in which we live is the 
moral atmosphere we breathe. If it is bad, there is 
but one way of escaping its bad inflnenee— namely, to 
change it. A method of cure which requires strong 
resolution, but there is no other. Change it, if need he, 
by withdrawal at first from all society, and gradually 



92 



THE WATS OF WI8d5m. 



obtain the Mendflhip of those whom yon eaa respeety 
ioBtead. The change may reqaire resolutien^ and will 
aim be attended with difilcalties. Those whom you 
leave will plaoe every obetniotion in yonr way, bnt if 
you aet, not in a self-righteoiu and hypooritical man- 
ner, but with franknen and gentlemanly ooortesy, 
even yonr old companions will respect yon more, and 
some of them, perhaps, aooompany you in the better 
path . I am inclined to think that whole companies of 
yoong men sometimes continue in the road to ruin, (ml y 
for the want of two or three in their number, who have 
resolution enough to say, " we will stop ,* we will go no 
further; we will abandon this course of life; we will 
live as gentlemen and Christians ought to live." Let 
a few say this, quietly but firmly, and {he hearts of 
many will respond. The truth is, that all have been 



half ashamed of themselves for a long .time, and have 
been hurried forward by each others' example, each 
one wanting the resolution, rather than the dispodtion 
to stop* Let that resolution be shown by a few, and 
others will be strengtiiened thereby, and perhaps the 
progress of all be stayed. But whether such a result 
loUow or not, the duty of the individual is the same. 
If he feels within l^mself tiie strength to stopt let him 
use it. Let him withdraw ftom the associations in 
which his own virtue is oorrupted and in which he is 
corrupting the virtue of others. It is not a matter of 
expediency only ; it is not for the sake of respectability 
alone, or of obtaining a better position in society, al* 
though this would be in itself motive enough to a 
thoughtful man ; but it is the question of virtue or 
vice; it is the alternative between a life well spent or 
utterly lost. 
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We say, therefore, to the yowiff man who has heen 
hroDght, either hy ciroamBtanoee beyond his eontrol or 
1^ hia own ohoioe« into the oooiety of unedacated or 
ynlgar or dissipated oompenionsi that the sooner he 
frees himself from soeh influenoes the better, and that 
he most free himself so e, or^be will be mudor the ser- 
Titade of sin forever. Still more eames^y we say to 
those who have not yet entered into suoh oompanion* 
ship, keep away from it as yon would avoid the 
contagion of disease, the oorraption of iniquity. It 
may have its allurements; its fasdnations may be 
ma^y to the young and thoughtless; the sin oommit- 
ted may at first seem small ; but it is the eompanion- 
ship itself that brings the danger, and as yon value the 
purity, nay, the salvation of your souls, it should be 
avoided. So long as we are in the company of the 
good, goodness is easy. Choose your oompanions welU 
among those who haveeorreot views of life, who respeot 
religion, who avoid the paths of dissipation, and a vir- 
tuous life will be so pleasant that yon will desire no 
other. This is the great safe-guard of virtue. The 
best of us are not strong enough to dispense with it ; to 
the young and inexperienced it it everything. Partic- 
ularly in their ungarded and leisure hours, when th^ 
seek for amusemMt and recreation from toil, let the 
companionship in which they share be good. For, as 
the unwholesome air is most fatal to the body when 
asleep, so is the ccmtagion of bad example most fatal, 
when the mind rests from its serious ocoupationSj and 
throws itself f in ungarded repose, upon the influences 
which surround it. Then it is that the exceUence d 
virtue or the deceltf ulness of sin prevails over us, ao- 
coarding to the company in whioh we are* We should 
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feleet it» therefore, witii raeli viewe, that while we gain 
lefreahment for the mind, our love ol Tirtae may be 
strengthened, <mr tastes refined, snd our derires of good- 
neei oonflmed* 

The kindnett with which yon hsive thna ftur hesrd 
ne, and npon whieh I have already enoroaehed by nn- 
woal pleinnesB of epeech, will perhape allow me to 
speak of another snljeot, upon whieh Jodleioiis ad?ioe 
is Bometlmee needed. One of the beet mleB tot the 
preserration of Tirtne, and for keeping onndves 
away from temptadon is to avoid eztraTaganee, to keep 
cut S/ debt, EoODomy is a word whioh, to the majority 
of yoong persons, oonveys the idea of meanness. It 
shonld rather oonv^ the idea of independenoe. We 
would net oheek the yonthf id feeling of genenwUy. 
We ireuld be among the last to inealeate meannesPf nor 
is there asy one to whom a niggardly and panimoni- 
oas young mah is more disagreeable than to me. Sooh 
aoharaeter in the yonng is against nature. At lint 
right, cxtravaginoe itself seems more ezoosable. Bat 
on the other hand, eztravaganoe is a sort of dishones- 
ty ; to lire beyond one's inoeme often degenerates into 
the worst meanness; to owe money that we cannot pay* 
drives one to snbterfages and nnmanly evasions, of 
wHoh no one ean help being ashamed. Debt is a kind 
of servitude, nnder whieh it is hard to retain the more 
manly virtues of freedom. Under its iniluenee, our 
own self-respeet is very apt to be diminished. It is 
Bortillying to aeknewledge even to ourselves that there 
nre men whom we are almost afraid to meet, and to 
whom we have given the right to treat ns in a manner 
to hurt oar feelings. Tb» ereditor who demands pay- 
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mmt, and the debtor wlio is tmaibU to aakeit, are eel* 
domnpoB equal terms* 

There is no rvle» theref ore» more importent in main- 
taming independence of feeling and a nice soue of 
lionori tliaa to live within one's means^ so that we may 
have an answer to give to oTerj one who saji^ ''pay me 
that thoa owest." I have known many young posonsj 
whose prospeete ia life have been nuned by negleet ol 
this rule. Debts, thonghtlestdy inenrred, give food for 
anzioiis thonght afterward^ and it is astoniAing how 
great an effect npon the ithoi» diaiaoter is piodiioed« 
She yoang man sniering nndor this sort of taad/dtj, 
eager for an Intfeaseof ineeme, disoontented with what 
he now reeeives, naeasj^ lest his embairassraept mi^ be 
knowni fearful of bung dnnnedy is in no state of mind 
fior s^^improvemeDt. When alone, he is too nerrons 
to reai, when in company too restless for its enjoyment* 
The tone of his mind becomes imhealthy and his mode 
oi life careless. On the other hand, thefeeling that he 
does not d^Mnd npon the favor of any erne, that he is 
always in a position to change his plaoe> if unjustly 
treated, and that he is not obliged to seek any man's 
favor by vnwctfthy stocq^^io predooes a f eding of self- 
respect, which wdl save him from a great deal of folly. 

Another safegaard of virtue is found in ^ood hookt. 
By sunounding ourselves with them, aQd making oui^ 
Sfdves familiar with them as with beloved companions, 
we take an effectual means of self-improvement ; we 
place ourselves beyond the reach of many temptations ' 
we secure a fund of enjoymeBt, rich and unfailing.- It 
is a source of deli|^t, oi rational lu^inees, whieh 
ean never be exhausted, but stUl becomes greater, and 
isprised more and mare to the end of life. He who 
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lofes reading, and has books wUliln his readi, ia an 
Sndependent Bian, be be ridh or poor* Erery \FoIame 
he opens is a oofcKal friend, whose hand he crasps and 
whose eonntenanoe towards him does not ehange. 

We lose cnzselTos from the ve^tions of life, we r»> 
tire from its eares, ire forget its disappointments ; eren 
its bereaTements are softened to onr hearts, when wa 
thus ponjier the wisdom of the dead, or reoetve the 
quickening thooghts of the living. How sacred, how 
blesMd, is that interoourse t liow ennobling the oom- 
panionship, when we stand with Huaoh, and Socbatis, 
and Skakbfbabh, and Hoxib, and Addisoih, and Jobv- 
8011, and BomuuBB, andGmrRn, and aU-thewortidetof 
every land and eveiy age, from Moess, the great law- 
giver, and Batd, ttie greatest poet, to our own Wsb- 
■nn and Bbtabv. When they are all aroand vs, with 
all their best thoughts, their sagest instruction ; with 
the gay sparkling of fan<7, and wit provoking laogh- 
ternntil it comes with tears; or with images gf sorrow 
and pathetic tendemeas, which make onr hearts almost 
bleed, yet with not an nnpleasing sadness; in such 
companionship, thoogh aloncf how glorious society we 
enjoy. Who could ask any thing of the wtnld when 
the treasure of sndh riches isjtis ownf 

Who can enjoy the society of the vulgar, or enter 
upon soenes of dissipation, when he has learned to en* 
joy pleasures so refined, in company so select and beau- 
tiful? 

The love which tiie scholar feels for his books, none 
but a soholar can understand ; but every one who dili* 
gently seeks for self -improvement, must lean some- 
thing of it from his own experience, or his progress 
will be slow. The taste for reading isoneof the surest 
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mafks of an improving mind and a virtaous oharaoter. 
Bat it will not oome of itself. At first it most Be-^onl* 
tivated with diligence, as we would perform any other 
dnty* Other engagements will seem more attraotiyey 
and we shall sometimes take np onr hooks with a feel- 
ing of weariness, as an irksome task} hat the hahit will 
soon he formed. As the mind* guns knowledge, we 
shall loTO the sonroes from whieh knowledge oomes. 

We need offer no argument to show that to the indi- 
Tidaal the hahit is invalaahle; to he a reading man is^ 
generally speaking, to he a moral man and a asefal 
dtizen. To a oommonity it is equally Important; for 
to he an enlightened oommanity and a reading oom- 
manity, are bat two expressions for the same thing. I 
woold not lay so much stress upon this point, having 
already spoken of it once hefore in these lectures, hut 
because I think that this is the respect t^ which, as a 
ooBimanity, we are most deficient. Our young men 
need to have their attention turned away from mere 
amusement, to the higher pleasure which reading af- 
fords. They need more of that education and refine- 
ment, which books alone can gbre, No other human 
influence can do more than this to check the growth of 
intemperance and to elevate the moral standing of this 
city. If I had it in my power to close every baxHroom 
and place of wickedness, and to prohibit the sale of in* 
tozicating drink by law, I should probably exercise th« 
power with great gladness; but not one>haIf the good 
would be thereby accomplished, nor would it be half 
80 well dose* as by giving to all our young men so great 
a taste tor leading, that they would lose the taste fbr 
disnpation. If we could thus take away the ocoa- 
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pant! of oar iplaBdid saloons^ <beir ipl«ndor would 
Boon fade awa/. 

I( u for this reason that we look wltii lo great pride 
upon the growth of an Institatioin wboee ezpren ob jeet 
is to enltiTate the taste f «r reading among us, and to 
provide means for its exercise. I refer to the Merean- 
tite Idhraiy Amoeiation. It is a good beginning and 
promises w^ for the fature. We would plaoe it next 
to the institatioos of religion itself, as « means of pro* 
noting Tirtne and dlsoenraging yioe. We mention it 
in this eonneetion for another reason also ; because it is 
not only intended chiefly for the beneitt of oar yonng 
men^ bat beoaose it is chiefly the work of onr yoong 
men themselTM. It is troe, indeed, that they have reoei- 
Ted from the older part of the oommanityf eflcient and 
indispensable aid ; bat the laboring oar has been in the 
hands of yoong men themselves, or of those who are bat 
Jost faaAng into the years of middle life. More than 
half of its annaal sabscribers are yonng men, who axe 
not themselves yet established in bnsiness. Its grow- 
ing favor in this eommanity ie, therefore, one of the 
b^ evidences ef improvement. Its library, althoagh 
not large, is well selected, and being easily aoceisible 
to .yonng men* ofllars to them means of self -improvement 
emd rational enjoyment^ which no yonng man is wise 
to neglect. We hope that the spadons rooms which 
will soon be ready for its use wUl not be too large for 
liie aooommodation of those who desire to avail them- 
selves of its privUeges. 

Will yon idso indolge me if I take this opportnni^ 
of paying a tribute to the memoiy^ ol one of whoso 
deathf in a distant lanc^ we have recently heard. Al- 
thoagh a young man, he was among the early friends 
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of the institation just now named* and, at the time of 
his leaving this (Aty, one of its direoton. Himself a 
beginner in life* lie gave what is often better than 
money, his time and personal attention to ifs interests. 
I refer to Thbodobe Clark. From his boyhood I knew 
him well, and watched over him in his youth and early 
manhood, not only as his pastor, but as his friend. His 
death is to me a personal grief, and to this ohuroh, of 
which he was a valued member, an irreparable loss. 
Although he had removed for the time to a distant 
home, his place here did not seem to be vacant, until 
now. The tears which fall to his memoiy are those of 
sincere sorrow, and the tribute of respect now paid is 
also the tribute of affection. 

How mysterious are those dispensations of Provi- 
denccf by which the young and useful are taken away 
in the beginning of their career 1 But the dealings of 
Qod are not measured by the wisdom of men. Death 
knows no distinction either of age or place. However 
young and strong, the warning is equally to us all. 
Be ye ready also, for in a day and hour when ye think 
not, the Lord cometh. Are we ready now? If death 
were to call us hence, to-day or to-morrow, could we 
obey the summons without fear? He who lives as he 
oughtf is always prepared to die. '^Bejoice, young 
man in thy youtJi," saith the scripture, "and let thy 
heart cheer thee, in the days of thy youth; but know 
thou, that for all these things, Qod shidl bring thee into 
Judgment." Therefore* «' fear Qod and keep his com- 
mandments, for this is the whole duty of man." 
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I beieedi yos thcMfore, bretimn, hj the meraiei of God, thftt 
j9 preMixt your bodiei a liring Moriflee, holj, MoeptaUo to God, 
whioh ii jovr roMO&ftble Mrrioo.— EoBUuif xii : 1, 



Hy preyioiis leetares have been dhieflj apoQ moral 
Ba> Jeoti. We have oonsyered the datiei deTolving up- 
on ns, in the ordinaiy relations of lif e> with reference 
to our nsefnlneeB and happinefle in thie world. The 
motiyee by whioh the neoeeidty of a good life hai been 
nrged^ haTe been drawn, in part, from those oonsidera- 
tioDS of propriety, of self-respeot* and even of worldly 
soooesB, which belong to this life alone, and arei in 
themselves, oomddered motives of expediency, as much 
as of right. I have, indeed, endeavored to preserve an 
nnder-corrent of religions feeling, and thereby impart 
seriousness and solemnity to oar thoughts. My own 
mind has never been drawn, even for a moaent, ftom 
the responsibility under whioh we stand to God. The 
truth that the present life is also a preparation for the 
futurcf has been oontinually present to me. Even in 
thoee remarks whioh may have seemed most exclusively 
prudential and worldly, I have desired to make all ree^ 
on this f oondatlon. 
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U the preBent life were all of which we haye prom- 
lie, there are, perhaps, sniBoieiit moUTee to keep a aeii- 
BiUe man from the diraipations and wickednees of the 
world, and to Indnoe him to ipend his time in a oonne 
of sobriety and ueef olnen ; bat it is only when we, think 
of the present Ule, as the ehildhood of the soul, and 
that the oharaoter which the sonl forms for itself here^ 
most go with it to the threshold of Eternity, that we 
can discern the infinite importsooe of goodness, and 
the f earf ulnesB of that wrraig, which we do to our own 
souls throngh sin. As wo Bay to the child, to be dili- 
gent in his sefaool-dayst because upon this his character 
as a maawUI depend, so do we say of the present life, 
that we should spend It well, because we are now edu- 
cating ourselves for good or evil in the world to cpme. 
Is it not a tfaouj^t to startle tus from ini^erenoe? 
Does it not confer sacredness upon the common duties 
of life, and the brand of deeper infamy upon its tAos 7 
If it were only the respectability and the comfort, the 
rational enjoyment and usefulness of a life which must 
end in fifty or sixty years, we might almost excuse 
ourselves in sin, by saying that after all it is 
a matter of small importance, and will soon be over ; 
but when we think of it all, as only the begging 
sow, the dread consequences of which will be developed 
in the unknown but never ending future* our hearts 
are sobered from their folly, our oonsciences are wak- 
ened from their sleep. 

I would not urge upon you the fear of hell, as the 
leading motive to a good life, for I find no authority in 
Scripture, in the preaching of Christ or his apostles, for 
so doing; although they did not conceal the "terrors 
of the Lord," they used them " for the persuasien o^ 
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mefl." They spoke plainly of ihe terrible oonseqnenoees 
of BUif both here and hereoiter ; bat it waa chiefly by 
the beauty of goodness and by the love of God^ that 
they made their ap|)eaL " I beseech yon^ therefore by 
the mercies of Qod," said the apostlct " to present your 
bodies a liying sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service." The true Christian preach- 
ing calls attention to the dreadful consequences of sin, 
only BO far as to make the pursuit of yirtue the reason- 
able service of God. Nothing, I suppose, has contribu- 
ted more to bring religion into contempt, than the 
manner in which the fear of hell has been made *' the 
hangman's whip, to keep the world in order." It is 
sometimes used as a motive, not less mercenary than 
the most common rewards of virtue in the present life. 
"We may learn to think of Heaven and hell, as the pay- 
ment for so much virtue, or the punishment for so 
much sin* just as we think of money received in pay- 
ment for work done, or of the jail as the penalty of 
crime. It is better to conduct ourselves well, even from 
such motives. as these, than not at all; but the motives 
are certainly of alow kind, and not well calculated to 
develop a high order of virtue. 

If we can love God, only so long as the fear of his 
anger is before us, our case is, at the bestf but a bad 
one. If sin is hateful to uSf only because its outward 
punishment, either here or hereaf ter^ is terrible, our 
hearts n\,ay in fact be loving the sin itself and yearn- 
ing for its commission all the time. We must rise to a 
much higher state of feeling than this, before we are 
properly evangelical or gospel Christians. We must 
learn to feel that virtue is its own exceeding great 
reward, and that we are paid, over and oyer again, for 
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•II onr ezerUoiu to do rights for all aots of self-denial) 
for all peneTeraooe in well-doing, by the eharaeter 
whiofa we are thus jj^ving to oar own woIb, by the oom- 
mnnion which wo are ihiu holding with the pore and 
good, and above all with Ood himself. We should 
feel, that in the eommiflvon of a base aotiani or 
the indolgenoe of bad passions, the baseness and de- 
gradation are themselyes the greatest punishment. The 
hope of Heaven then beoomes a right and wortEy mo- 
tive, because its reward is in the conttnnanoe and per- 
fect oompletioni thionj^ etemityj of that serene delight 
which begins here. The fear of futnre retribution 
then beoomes an availing motive, of which we need not 
be ashamed, because it is ohivfly the continiiance of 
that same baseness of character to which rin now de- 
grades nSf and by which, as we are sejikrated from God's 
love now, we have reason to fear that we shall be sepa- 
rated from Him more widely hereafter. 

Beligion ought not to be made the calculation of pro- 
fit and loM. Ab the body hungers for its daily food, 
because needful for Its maintenanoe, so should the soul 
hunger*and thirst after righteousness, because neces- 
sary for its full development, for its healthy action, 
for the maintenance of its real life. As spiritual be- 
ings, we live just In proporUon to our degree of good- 
ness. When we commit rin, the soul languiihes. If it 
were posrible to be completely buried in sin, the soul 
would die. It finds no elements of life in wickedness* 
but all its faoultiee are cramped, its beauty lost, its ca-' 
paolty of improvement impaired. Compare the soul of 
one whose life has been consecrated to goodness and 
truth, to that of one whose whole life has been wasted 
in self-indulgence or i^ven to the pursuits of sin. When 
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they are both called to the judgment seat of Christ, 
how differently da they appear I I do Aotnowsay^ 
how different most be the jndgment pronoimoed on 
them, bat how different they are in themselTes. Yon 
would hardly suppoee them to be of the same family or 
Idndred. They seem to be of a different nature. Equal- 
ly different therefore must be their destination. The 
sentence is in themselves already, "depart from me, ye 
oorsed)" or "oome unto me, ye blessed of n\y Father.'^ 

Nothing, however, can be more absord than to think 
of the Heavenly life as being, in a meritorious sense, 
the rewar^ of a giood life on earth. The Saviour taught 
that "when we have done all we are unprofitable ser- 
vants, doing only what it is our duty to do." That is 
to say, God may properly didm our best service, and 
therefore we can do nothing to establish a claim upon 
him in return. We should not speak of future salva- 
tion, as if it were a debt due from God to us, to be 
claimed, just as the laborer claims payment for the 
work he has done. It is as though you were to confer 
benefits, day after day, and year after year, up(m some 
one who has no claim upon you, and he should demand 
the continuance of such benefits as a right. Even if 
our whole dufgr were performed, the hope of eternal 
life must be founded upon the continuance of the Di- 
vine goodness, the futhfulness of the Divine promise; 
but when we confess, as we must, that instead of our 
whole duty, not one half has been done, the absurdity 
of making that imperfect performance a claim to in- 
finite reward, is sufficiently evident. To escape punish- 
ment for what remains undone or for what has been 
done badly, is in itself a great deliverance. Our rela- 
tion towards God is that of sinners, who ask forgiveness. 
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of penitenli seekittg for pardon. When, therefore, in 
Addition to the forgiyeneBS asked, » life of joy is prom- 
i8ed> a life of oommnnion with the just made perfect 
with the holy Jeans, and with the infinite God himself, 
cor hearts overflow with gratitude* and all thonghte of 
onr own merit aie forever pnt away. 

We know that repentanee and a renewed life are 
made a eondition, and they are an indispensahle eon- 
diiion of fatnre happiness. I do not know of any part 
of Soriptare which enooorages ns to hope f6r salvation 
upon any other terms. Bat the condition on which a 
henefit is conferred, is vexy different from its pioonrfaig 
oanM. Ton may promise to a poor man that if he will 
come to yovr house, yon will relieve his wants; his com- 
ing' is therefore a condition, upon the fulfilment of 
which your assistance will be given ; hut who would 
pretend that it is in any proper sense meritorious? 

The gift would come from your liberality, as much 
as if no condition had been annexed. Or, if yon were 
to receive a young person as a sehtdar* with the prom- 
ise that if he oses his advantages well up to a cer- 
tain point, so as to prepare himself for greater, they 
shall be given to him ; in one sense this would appear 
as a reward, but the obligation resting upon you would 
oome only from your own promise, and not at all on the 
ground of his merit. Your promise itself was given 
gratuitously, and its fulfillment is only the completioii 
of a kindness begun. 

So far as the ideaof reward is contained in the prom- 
ise of future bliSB, it is contained in the illustration 
now given. We are placed here, the children of Qod, 
surrounded by blessings, with abundant opportunities 
of improvement, the tokens of Qod's love everywhere 



REIilGIOir* 



107 



present, and with the promise^ that if we nse thepe 
present blessings for our own education in goodness and 
tmth, so as to he capable of reoeiying greater blessings 
hereaftei| they shall be given tons* Use the earth 
well and Heaven shall be yonrs. Bdooate yonrselTes 
for the higher life and yon shall enter npon it. Follow 
God's present gaidance and he will lead yon from gloiy 
to glory, from one height^of excellence and enjoyment 
to another, through the ages of eternity. If we call 
the fulfillment pf these gracious pronuses the reward of 
a Christian life, it is not In the strict sense of reward, 
as a debt from him who gives it, which we can claim 
on the score of merit, but only on the faithfulness of 
him by whom the promise is made. It is better to say 
that the regenerate life here is the condition on which 
salvation is freely offered through Jesus Chrisl. 

And why is it made a condition ? Not because God 
gains anythii^; by its fulfilment; he requires nothing 
of us, as though he needed it, «' sedng th«b in Him we 
live and move and have our ^ing." Our best holiness 
is but the working of His spirit in our hearts, and the 
part which we do is to submit ourselvei tp the heavenly 
guid»DQ0* It is made the conditicn, lo far as we can 
understand the subject, just us each step in knowledge 
is the condition pf further progress. It ia imposed upon 
us, not Iqt ajo n^bltrary decree, but by jthe law undw 
which we Uve* ** To him that hath shiiU be given," 
is the law ,of ^iritnal progress. Nothing can be ^ven 
to those who have not the oapaidty to receive iL I be- 
lieve that God always oonfezB upon us the greateet 
amount of spiritual Ueesings that we «ie capable to 
receive, ^y using the present gift the cap^ty enlarg- 
esi and the hunuoi soul, through the oontinueiioe of 
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God's grace, expands to an angel's form. This is eter- 
nal life, of which we most haFe the earnest here, if we 
would enter upon that greater promise hereafter. 

In the same manner, a wrong idea is often enter- 
tained of the puiishment threatened ; as though ova 
^ns were a wrong done to God* an in jnxy inflicted npon 
Him, for whioh he wHl take yengeanoe. But the Sorip- 
tnres say, " he that committeth sin wiongeth his own 
soul." How can the finite injure the infinite I How 
can the oreatore inflict a wrong upon the Greats, who 
tnstains him in life and giyes him the power by which 
the wrong is done. How can we think of God, as 
thirsting for yengeance against those, whom by a breath 
heconld sweep away foreyer? That contest would be 
too unequal. It is true that the Scripfure uses language, 
a literal interpretation of which would oonyey this idea 
of punishment, but a moment's thought shows its true 
meaning. The explanation of all God's dealing with 
US) howeyer seyere it may be, and of all the threaten- 
in|8 contained in His word. Is found in the two-fold 
eharaotor of God^; first, as our Heayenly Pather, and se- 
oondlyt as a Being infinitely wise and holy. 

As a Father, He directs all things for our good, but 
leaying to us freedom to obey or disobey Him, to use the 
means of grace or to ne^ect them, we are of course sub- 
ject to sin and the ruin it produces. As a Being infi- 
nitely wise and hdy, our departure from sin and re- 
turn to goodness is absolutely indispensable to his fkyor ; 
it is equally indispensable to our own real happiness.— 
Whateyer degree of sufferings therefore, may be neces- 
sary undte God's parental discipline, howeyer terrible 
it may seem, and howeyer terrible it may be, is the in- 
eyitable consequence. The moral goyemment of God 
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in which holiness is made the absolute law, must be 
maintained. The '' terron of the Lord/' therefore £af- 
ficiently appear. But there is nothing in the infliction 
of his severest sentences, like human vengeance, or the 
expression of anger as a personal feeling. We do not 
pretend to interpret all the principles of the Divine 
Government, as though we sat upon the judgment seat^ 
hut the general principles now laid down may be asser- 
ted, we thinky with the utmost confidence. It is a view 
of religion at the same time the most cheering and most 
alarming we ean take. It delivers us from siqpezstitiouB 
fears, from slavish trembling before God, while it re- 
veals to us the absolute necessity of a^good and holy 
life. There is no escape from it. It is required not on- 
ly by the commands of God, but hj the nature of God 
itself. It is required also by our own nature, which is, 
in this respect, created after the image of God. 

It thus appears, in what manner the Christian life 
is the condition of salvation, not as a procuring cause, 
but as the indispensable pteparation. But the ques- 
tion now arises, in what does that preparation consist? 
What do we mean by a Christian life as a condi- 
tion of acceptance? This is an important question, 
and upon its answer our views of practioal re- 
ligion will chiefly depend. The same question 
was proposed by a prophet in olden time, and his 
answer will guide us to the truth. *'What is it, man, 
that the Lord thy God requireth of thee, but this, to 
do justly, love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God." It consists, therefore, of two parts; the faith- 
ful and kind performance of our duties to each other, 
and the spirit of devotion towards God. Both parts 
are equally importaatt and neither is perfect wiUiont 
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the otiher. The same aiuwer ib given by Christ himself, 
although in dUTerent words, when he says that there 
are but two essential commandments, of which the 
first is "to loTe the Lord oar God with all the heart*" 
and the second "to loye our neighbor as we love onr- 
selves." 

There is a great difference between morality and ro- 
ligion. We may say, indeed, that morality cannot bo 
perfect, without religioas principle for its foundation; 
and as a matter of faot this is true. Worldly princi- 
ples are not enough to make a man truly good. Bat 
in idea, we may consider morality quite abstractly 
fromxeligi(»i9and in practical life we find many in- 
stances of those who are called moral men, and who 
are so in all the conmioh relations of life, but upon 
whose hearts the influence of religion has not yet been 
shed. Worldly and selfish motives are enough to con- 
form our oharaoters to a hi^ standard of respectabili- 
ty, and our natural affections, if well directed in early 
life, will lead to the practice of those virtues* upon 
which the comfort of our families and the peace of 
society depend. Sometimes a degree of excellence is 
thus attained deserving of great respect. We do not 
undervalue it. Such obedience is very often, as it is 
said of the law, "the schoolmaster which brings us to 
Christ;" but it is evident, even to superficial thought* 
that however correct the outward conduct may be* its 
real character depends upon the motive by which it is 
actuated. You msy describe a man who, to human obser- 
vation, wrongs no person, but fulfils all his duties with 
sompulous exactness, of whom you may yet say that 
God is not in all his thoughts. Tou may imagine such 
an one> we do not say that you will find him in actual 
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life, bntyoQ may ima|pne him to be impellecl in all that 
he does by motives of self-interest. It may all be zto« 
thing bnt a refined ealeulation of profit and loss. It 
may be all in the service of the world and from the fear 
of man. Now, however estimable this exterior m&y 
be, and however valuablo in the common relations of 
life, we cannot help admitting that the eoul, when actu- 
ated by no higher motives than these, is vexy far from 
its own highest advancement* Change its niliog prin- 
dple ; let the supreme love of goodness take poesession 
of it, for goodness' sake ; infuse into it the martyr's 
spirit . of self-sacrifice ; let self -conseoration take the 
place ci self-love; let Qod become the object of su- 
preme worship, instead of the world, and how complete 
a change in the sphritual nature is produced. It is «s 
complete regeneration as the change from vice to vir- 
tue ; as complete, we say, Mid as real, although not as 
open to outward observation. 

Buch is an extreme case, but it serves to show the es- 
sential difference between m<»rality and religion. The 
common experience of life shows it equally well, and 
in a more practical manner. As the world goes, moral 
men are vefy frequently not religious men ; and what 
is still more unfortunate, those who claim to be reli- 
gions are not always moral. This is a manifest and 
gross inconsistency, and proves that their religion itself 
is either shallow or hypocritical ; but instances of it 
are not uncommon. Men who have their seasons of 
fervent prayer, who are carried even beyond the bounds 
of reason by religious zeaU who make many profess" 
ions, and that too, not without sincerity, ara yet som^ 
times known as men not to be trusted, who will be guilty 
of over-reaching, falsehood and other offences, which 
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the oommon morality of life rebukes. The relif^on of 
such persons is not always bypoeritical, bat mote fre- 
quently eballow* It is founded upon wrong principles. 
It Is the result of wrong education. It comes from the 
idea that the worship of God is something external, 
which he requires for his own sake, instead of that 
" reasonable service/' which consists in presenting the 
body a living sacrifice to him. When we learn that 
'' they who worship God, must worship him in spirit and 
in truth," and that no worship can be acceptable 
to him which comes from an impure or bigoted heart, 
or which is accompanied by an impure or dishonest life, 
then the religion which tries to dispense with morality, 
and the faith which tries to do without works, will be 
abandoned. Beligion, if rightly considered, is the 
spirit in which we live. When we have the spirit of 
Christ, we have the Ghristian religion. In proportion 
as we obtain it we are Christians. It must penetrate and 
gradually purify our whole nature. It must govern xa 
in all the departments of life. It begins with that fear 
of God which is the fear to commit sin, and is perfected 
in that love of God which leads to the love of goodness. 
It infuses into all our actions a Heavenly purpose, and 
gives to all our steps a heaven-ward direction. It 
gradually becomes the ruling motive and gives a new 
character, almost a higher nature, to the soul. We do 
not say that this is at once accomplished, but it is the 
work proposed. It is the tendency which Rel igion gives 
to the soult conforming it to that which is Heavenly ^rais- 
ing it above that which is earthly^ taking away the 
selfish life and bringiag the life of God into the soul of 
man. It holds before us the perfect example of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, and teaching us that we also are 
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the children of Godt enoonrages us to press forward to- 
mtrds the mark of our high oalling. It commands va 
to become like Jesns, and in that one wonlinolades the 
highest self-devotion to God^ and the most careful per- 
formance of all the duties of life. 

What I ironld chiefly urge upon you now is the ne- 
cessity of religion^ as a pervading influence of lif e* to 
every one of us^ especially to those who are young* If 
there are any whose passions are already subdued under 
other discipline, they will still need its comforting and 
purifying presence; but the young cannot dispense with 
it, without the greatest risk even to their common mo- 
rality. Religion is needed by them in the development 
of their faculties, in the education of their minds, in 
the government of life. It is the balance wheel, to im> 
part steady and regular action to those impulses, 
which will otherwise have uneqnskl and destructive pow- 
er. It is needed to give them consistency of character 
to remove them from that strong influence of eztunple 
which is the ruin of so many, to give them the power 
of saying no, when they are tempted. Religion is the 
highest and strongest principle of self-guidance. It 
enables one to stand alone if in a right position; to re- 
fuse following the multitude in doing evil. I appeal 
to young men if they do not need such an influence. 
Do you not often feel your resolutions giving way, be- 
cause they have no higher support than your own will ? 
Would it not often be a relief to you when tempted, to 
think, I cannot do this because my religion forbids me? 
If that silent appeal were open to you, would it not en- 
able you to escape from many of the false judgments 
of the world ? 

I know that young persons are not apt to take this 
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Tiew of the nilijeet. They are more apt to think that 
religioii is intended a« a ooneolation to those who are in 
troaUe; as a refuge to the alarmed and repenting tin- 
ner; as a staff to support the declining yean of the 
aged; as the promise which allays the fears of the dy- 
ing. It is indeed all this« bat it is also somettiing more. 
It is the porifying inliaenoe of life* needed by the 
young, nofless than by the old; by the prosperoos, not 
less than by the nnfortunate. It is as important to ns 
in the f olness of streogth as npon the dying bed. 

There are some who think that they may spend the 
whole of life as they please, in f riyoloas worldllness or 
heartless sin; and tint at the doM of life, or even upon 
the death-bed, they can make it all right between them- 
selves and God, by a few earnest prayers and 1^ cast- 
ing themseWes upon the merits of Jesus Christ. How 
nnoertain is such a reliance, even at the best ! How 
can ire tell that death may not bd so sudden as to give 
not a day or an hour for preparation ? How little op- 
portunity of thought do the days of sickness affard* 
when the body is tortured by pain, and the mind dis- 
turbed from its healthy action, and the anxious faces 
of friends fill us with anxiety, and our own hearts ore 
trembling because we are not ready to die. But still 
more, what right have we to expect that God wUl hear 
that last despairing cry, of those who through their 
whole livee haye refused to call upon Him? We would 
not extinguish that hope when there is no other; but 
neither Scripture nor reason justifies us in making it 
our chief reliance. It is a liying sacrifice, which God 
demands, not a dying sacrifice. Under the Jewish 
law, he who brought a diseased or imperfect offering to 
the altar, tnm his herds or flocks^ was rebuked and re- 
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jeoted. The offering wbs required to be without spot 
or stain. Under the Christian dispensation, shall we 
do leas honer to the God and Father of our Lord Jesni 
Ohrist? Shall we give the vigor of onr days to world- 
ly and selfish porsuits, and at Ihst oome with relnotant 
steps, with the poor wreck of a decaying body* and of- 
fer that to Qod for his acceptance? There is a mean- 
ness in it, a baseness of calculation, from which our 
hearts revolt. To make Him who ought to be 
the first and highest in our thoughts, the last resort of 
•ur feebleness, is little short of blasphemy. To ao 
knowledge, as we do* that Christ died to redeem us 
from sin and death, but deliberately to put him away 
from our thoughts and refuse obedience to his com- 
mands, until all our worldly purposes have been acoom* 
plished, and all our sinful appetites indulged, and then 
turn to him, saying : '* now we will accept thy salva- 
tion; now we will rely upon thy merits;" — does 
not such a hope, even when it comes, border upon des- 
pair? What then shall we say of those who hold it 
before them as their plan of life, and who devote their 
days to sin, with such an expectation of final escape. 

There are some who neglect religion in their youth, 
because they think that by and bye it will be easier to 
become religions. They flatter themselves that youth- 
ful folly will die out, of itself; that the strength of 
their passions will become less, and the work of self- 
government easier ; that the temptations of life will 
not be BO many, nor so hard to resist; that as they 
grow older, religious thought wiU become more natural 
to them, and worldliness less attractive. They hope, 
therefore, to grow into religion by the natui;al progress 
of life. In other words, starting in a wrong direction, 
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and trsTeling aa fast as tJiey well can, ihey expeot to 
arriva at the right ccmdnsion of Iheir journey. The 
whole experience of life shows their folly. When did 
you ever know had passions to become less by indul- 
gence? When did wrong habits ever correct themselTeSy 
or become oaider of correction hj oontinuanoe ? Ton 
say that it is hard for you to be religious now ; I grant 
it. It will require your best exertions and the assist* 
ance of God's spirit, which he has also promised. Bui 
it will be harder next year, and every year that yon 
live, until it becomes almost impossible. Begin the 
work now, enlist the power of habit on the side of 
virtue, make religion the ruling principle, and yon 
will then find that as yon grow older the work will be- 
come easier. Walking in a right direction, surmount- 
ing one obstacle after another, although you may seem 
to progress slowly, yet every step is so much gained^ 
and your whole life will accomplish a great deal. Then, 
at the close of life, you may oast youraelf upon the 
mercy of Qod, of which you will still have enough 
need, with a reasonable hope, yea, with a strong confi- 
dence, that his promise of salvation through Jesus 
Christ wUl be fulfilled. 

But there are some, who admit all I have now said, 
but upon whom it has no practical influence. They 
admit that religion is the strongest influence that can 
be brought to bear upon them. They admit its abso- 
lute necessity; they do not believe in a death-bed re- 
pentance; yet they remain irreligious, and do not even 
put themselves under religious instruction. And thisf 
not from a determinate purpose to neglect religion, but 
for reasons which are scarcely reasons at all. Perhaps 
it is only from a habit of procrastination. Some d»- 
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eided step is needed in the beginning, some change la 
their ordinary mode of life; and as there seems to be 
no necessity for beginning to-day, they wait imtil to- 
morrow; nntil gradually the intention itself dies away^ 
and the habits of irrdigion beoome confirmed. 

I have also known many persons, who have snffered 
the better part of life to pass without placing them- 
selves mider religions influences^ because they have not 
quite determined what Church to attend. Their reli- 
gious opinions are not fixed. They yisit sometimes one 
place of worship and sometimes another, or in the 
doubt where to go, do not go anywhere; so that their 
fhoughts become scattered, the regularity of habit is 
broken up, their opinions, instead of becoming more 
settled, are more wavering, and the result is complete 
indifference or skepticism. Let me, therefore, in con- 
clusion, say a few words upon this subject. I cannot 
properly now enter upon a discussion of religious doc- 
trines, nor do anything to settle your minds concerning 
them. For I can honestly say, that I have had no sec- 
tarian purpose to accomplish, in these lectures. It is a 
matter of secondary importance to me, whether those 
who have heard them are led to make this their place 
of worship, or some other. If they are awakened to 
the necessity of religion and encouraged in the practice 
of virtue, I shall be abundantly content. But I may 
take the liberty of advising every young man to select 
some place of public worship as his own, and to occu- 
py his seat there as regularly as the Sunday comes. I 
do not mean that he should never go to any Church but 
his own, for it is useful at times to go elsewhere, to 
keephim from becomipg narrow-minded and bigoted. 
But he should have his own customary place of worship» 
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where fae will attend, unlefls sufficient reason leads him 
for the time to some other. 

He will BO(Hi find his aooouit in thi?. It is not that 
a single sermon, or many sermons, will do him mnoh 
good. Sermons are Tery often dull ; the suhjects treats 
ed are often snoh as do not interest the yoong, and the 
honr spent at Church will sometimes he the longest in 
the day. Yoa may think that yon would have done bet- 
ter to stay at home and read, and so far as mere instmo- 
iion is concerned this will sometimes he true. Bat the 
general influence of the House of Prayer is, neverthe- 
less, in the highest degree benefioiaL I am disposed to 
think it almost indispensable, as a means of religions 
improTement. Yoa will find Tery few persons who 
neglect it without injury to themselTes. It is not so 
much the instruction impartedf although that is some- 
thing, but a higher direction is given to the thoughts; 
the eager pursuit of worldly things is moderated ; our 
sins are rebuked, if not by the sermon, yet by the 
Scripture read and the prayers offered ,* we are remind- 
ed of many things which, although we know them well 
enough, we are prone to forget; above all we hear the 
name of Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and of the 
infinite God as our Heavenly Father, and as our 
hearts respond in unison with many others, to 
those blessed words, which are more dear to us 
as they become more familiar — the united influence 
of our own prayers, and of sympathy with those around 
us, and of all the associations of the plaoo> excites 
within us a yearning after goodness^ and turns us from 
the love of sin. We go away self-rebuked, yet en- 
couraged for new endeavor. We have found consolar- 
tion under sorrow, strength to resist temptation, and 
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perhaps the hope of eternal life. Sach is the nataral 
and proper influence of the place where prayer is wont 
to be made. We shall not fail to experience it^ if we 
are truly engaged in the work of self -improvement, in 
the formation of the Christian character. We do not 
speak of church-going as a meritorious act, in itself 
considered ; but as a jadicious act, which, when done 
with a right motive, is almost sure to produce a good 
result. Its neglect leaves the Sunday unoccupied and 
opens the way to many temptations. The religious 
instruction of youth is gradually forgotten. We be- 
come more worldly minded and less devout; the asso- 
dations both of the Sunday and of the week-day 
become less favorable to virtue, and at the end of a few 
years, we find abundant reason to lament that we ever 
departed from the habits of our early days. 

If 9 then, it is wise to attend regularly at some church', 
upon what principles shall we make the selection ? We 
answer, go where you hear the gospel most faithfully 
preached, and where you feel the influence upon your 
own character to be the best. Compare the preaching 
you hear, with the Bible you read. "Judge for your- 
selves what is right," according to this standard, and 
you are not likely to go far wrong. Among all the 
different creeds taught, you may not be able to decide 
which is absolutely correct, and there are many points 
of doctrine concerning which you may always remain 
in doubt; but the great principles of Christianity are 
plain enough to all. With regard to its leading doc- 
trines also, you may without much difEiculty form an 
opinion. But above all, and what is most important, 
you will have no difficulty in deciding where you are 
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mo0t benefited, and that is yoat proper place of 
wotship. 

Wherever it 111*7 ^f ™^7 ^® ^^ ^^ P®*^ 8^ ^^^ 
70a 1 I have sought to do my own doty towards yon 
as a minister of Jesns Christ, and if I have spoken too 
plainly, have endeayored to "speak the truth in loye." 
I end) therefoce, as I h^gan — '< beseeching yon, by the 
mercies of God, to present yoor bodies a uting s/lcri- 
n<m, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonaUe 
serrioe." 
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